A 
ENQUIRIES. 
I. Whether this whole Nation be « Church as the Jewith 


22.3545 


Nation was ? 
II Whether, by priviledge of Infant Baptiſim, all are to be 
admitted to all Church.Communions, eo nomine, witk- 


: 2 fo much as aprofefjon of their faith, or re- 
2 


E III. V bether there can be any ſuſpenſiom from, or excommu- 
® nication out of their Church, as nom their Church-fiate ? 
Iv. M bether Infants borne of parents notoriows for their 
igeorance and prop bancneſſe; together with their declared 
15 enmities and oppofitions againſt the Lord Chrift, may be 
: admitted to Baptifm, upon this account, Thabthe whole 
927 | 

Church are their Guardians? 


Sis Thou art an Holy people unto the Lord thy God. The Lord thy God ay 
ae bath chofen thee to be a ſpeciall people unto Himſelſe, above al people, 
te that are upon the face of the earth, Deut. 7. 6. Levit. 20. 26. 7 
For Thon waft flaine,and haſt Redeemed us to Cod by Thy blood, out of 
ae every kindred, and tongue, and people, and Nation, Revel. 3.9. ; . 
ge And when Saul was come to peruſalem be aſſaied to joyne bimfelfe to J 
the Difciples, but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that % 
& hewasaDifciple, Acts 9. 26. 
Mine Hand (hall be upon the Prophets that fee vanity, and that Di. 3 
3 vine lies : they foall not be in the Affembly of by people, becauſe with 4 
lies ye have made the heart of the righteous faa, and ftrengthned the 

3 hands of the wicked, cc. Ezek. 13. 9, 10. 22, 23 verſes 
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(1) 
THE SIXT TREATISE 


Gives-in a fuller account of the way of Truth, 


and the walke therein, If we walke uprightly ac- 
cording to the Truth of the Gofpel ; Together with our Rea- 
fons why we do againe ſpeak more fully unto it. Aud finding 
our felves loaded with ſome heavy charges, we make fome re- 
ply for the clearing our Righteouſneſs as to thoſe things char- 
ged upon us ;( 1 ) That we {peak too much, if not too arro- 
gantly of our felves. (2) That we charge Mr Hs: with the men 
of his perfwafion and practiſe, falfely, They do not Admit all 
to the Lords table. We affirme they do, from their own fay- 
ings, and doings, the men of this preſent Conteſt, together 
with their own Pamphlets, being Judges. (3) That we do un- 
church the Nation; and (4) Unminiſter the Minifters there, 
which is far from us to do; Though, for foure Reaſont, we can- 
not think this Nation to be a Church, ſuch as the Jewifh Nati - 
on was. And fix Reafons are given ( and afterwards abridged 
into three) whereby to argue againit the iniquity of this No- 
tion, that this Nation, and every Parifh therein 1s a Church 
(for the fame Reafonis for a part as for the whole) and fo 40 
are holy every one. Here are alſo fome offences taken againſt 
our words, which are cleared to be but miſtaken. In the laſt 
place, The principles of Infant Baptiſm are examined, in point 
of Admiſſion to, or excommunication out of the Church; 
And receiving to Baptifm Infants borne of wicked parents, 
upon this account, becaufe the whole ¶ hurch are their Guarai- 
ans. Other matters fall-in, and are in an amicable way diſcuſ- 
fed, and the Minifters that hold thereto are Cantioned, = 
— — ——o—v— Uü—ůœ 
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I~ ing our Mattets in way of 
ma) 4 proceeded fo far j but (1) feeling the weight of 
Your pfeffing upon us to give you an ac- 


and how grounded it 
fancie. 
And 


— 


count of the way we walke in, 


sin the Scriptures, elſe you arg we walked in 8 
A — 


| 


you init, we meane in that we have dor, is not for 


(29) 
And finding out felves for brevitie fake too ſhort there-in, as to 
ſome matters; And (2) obferving you very confident in your 
own way, as becommeth him co be, chat hath Scripture warrants 
for every ſtep he taketh therein. And (3) to tell you all, meer. 
ing with your Brothers booke for Infant Baptiſmo, after we were 
comme evento a clofe of ours; and finding, in oux curſery way of 
Reading, our affaires fo requiring ſome things that put us toa 
ſland, it not to a wonder; that they could gaine fo eaſie a Pafle 
ſrom ſo wiſe and learned a man; and withall our ſpirits much 
ftirred about ſome paſſages therein, we, as you may perceive, in. 
ſerted ſome things in the firſt Treatiſe, and have met with fome 
thing more, Whieh we mutt take in here, elſe we cannot thinke 
we haye diſtharged the ſervice we owe to our deare Prince, and 


Saviour; to His Church and Truth; and to our owne ſoules. 


Thus ov have our reaſons why we muſt praceed on. ward. 
And firſt in order to y our fuller ſatisfaction ( if we can give it, 
or youcteceiveit) touching the truth of the way, and walke there- 
id, thereunto by your felfe, and sangym nom compelled fo 


to doe g ve would adde to chat we ſpake before; for indeed we 


could not ¶ After due, and ſerious thoughts of your words, re- 
quitting this account of us; That if we gave it not to you, and 
held it out before you from the word of God, you would fay 
f us ( as well you might. though you might be too confident 
f your own way, and tos jealous of ours J. that we walked 
vin a fancie, by a meere.conceite according to our own under- 
“ ftanding (as they of the world and Church there doe, if we un- 
derſtand any thing of the mind of Chriſt in His Scriptures :) and 
not acx onding do the rule and method of the Gofpe}, Nay this 
you added more, ifthe memory faile not, That if we give you not 
an account of our doings, how agreeable they were to abe 
of Gods word, you would then thinke we ftood croſſe to your 
way, and our doings to yours, onely becaufe we would be ſo not 
we could ꝑive a Reafonfot it] Taling as we. were L- 
ing, theſe words into confideration againe, we cid not but 
thinlle our felves compellech to dos, as we in Order, 
as was faid, to your ſatisſactio how fas we h farish 
vor oer much to regard, unleffe upon your own core, whom,,. 


j 


C3) 

wre can truly ay, we regard fo well; It is enough to us and a- 
dundant ly ſufficient, That in all we have done in reference to 
iboſe matters, we have not in any one word given the leaſt of- 
ſerce to our Conferences (Gods Deputies) rhey bearing us wit- 
nefjein the Lord, Tbatin deſire and endeavour we have kept clofe- 
up to the word of God, and to the fayings of thoſe holy men, 
that ſpake unto us fromthe word of God, aad ordered their d- 
ings thereafter ; And how glad were we to {pzake all we ſpike, 
what was poflible in Scripewre-language, or in their words, who 
could skill of it, better than we. And where we were to ſpeake of 
“formes of prayer how hurtfull they are to a man under the pow- 
er of utter ignorance and carnallity, and how uſeleſſe to a Babe in 
Cbriſt; and finding our felves deſtitute of all humane helpe here, 
becauſe the Godly, wife, and learned fpeake little of them, and 
that little againſt us, (taking them in as a eager, or upon the 
bye (for fo we are perſwaded, you fhould t: ke their words) we 
looked more earneſtly unto God, and into His Scriptures; And 
fo, through grace, we were fo directed in thoſe matters, as that 
we are perfwaded we have ſpoken according to the mind of God 
therein, and to the mind of His people. And to adde this one 
thing more; In all, or any one word we have ſpoken, it was far 
from our purpofe, or intendment, the Lord knows, to grieve you. 
or any of your Godly Brethren in the fame way, perfwafion and 
practife with you, and Mr Hr; if any ſuch will walke with you; 
or to give a juſt offence to any one of your Church, though the 
worſt of the world, che verieft Infidels there ( fuch we take your 
beleevers, at large, Diſeiples, and Sainte to be, who fitting under 
the found of the Goſpel all their dayes,yet can plead no more ſor 
their Church- ſpip than the Devill can for his Sæint- nor, moſt 
likely, ſo mueh, he beleeves and trembles, and they, generally, 
tremble, not, becauſe they beleeve not; but they rage and art 
confident, having taken Sault uary, by your allowance, under the 
addon of a Sacrament, where they lie as ſecure, and with as 
great delight, as the truly godly man lyethin his pavition, and 
under his ſhaddow, over whom the Banner ſpread is Love: We 
were ſaying, It was beſide our ſcope and full againſt our wills 
And therefore we doubt not to ſay, we have not done it) co 
give a juſt offeuce to the moſt unjult petions in your Church, ad- 
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1 King. 8. 38, us. Truth hath, you know, a biting sooth, will grieve the fleth 


2 Chron. 6. 


Mordaces ſunt One plague-fore though he knowes it not nor feeles 


vertiates, - 


§. 2. 


(4) 
mitted by you to Church Communion. But if they will take of. 
fence, (as fure enough they will) for they cannot endure to heare 
their Saintsfbips queſtioned) who can helpe it? “ Give none of 
fence, neither to the fewes, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the Church of 
God, 1 Cor. 10. 32, That is our rue, after which we are to {quare 
our fayings, and doings, and to lay them levell. And Sir, that is 
your rule where-to you are to carry levell alfo, “ Giving xo of. 
“* fence in any thing, that the Minifters be not b 2 Cor.6, 3. 
Now °F and we carrying our ſelves thus, through grace, up to 
our rule; why, if offence be taken, yet not given by us, nor come. 
ing by our meanes, we need not feare the woe, not belonging to 


grievoufly, offend the offenders; Naturally every one hath his 


any greife, 
Till Truth comes at it co launce it, andlet it forth; but then you 
fhall find the faying true, egra non tanguntur fine querela, the 
leaſt touch upon a fore doth make him that hath it pluck-backe, 
Truth is ſuch a thing, the great make-bate in the world, the 
Church there, it brings a /ivord with it to lawnce us, and fire to 
ſearch us. And wo unto us faith the Lord, if we will not faffer 
— our plague · ſores te · 
quire both. | 
We would adde three or foure perticulars more in reference 
to our felves, ec. 
Firſt, That we ate carried forth in matters of our God, thoſe 
nearelt concernments of our pretious foules , neither by willfull 
will, or fe/fe-wil ( all lawes in one as was faid ) nor carnal rea 


Son's of Ged without 


bom(we 


— , the 
Rule 


fs ; nor Dy Our owne nuderftanding ; much lefle by a phancie, or 
. conceit ; nor in a contradicton or oppoſition to your felfe Sir, 
(God forbid ) but by the guidance of His Holy Spirit, houlding 
out the way before us in the directions of His Word, as clearely, 
to our feeming, as is the Sun-beame upon the wall. And the Lord 
hold our heaits ( and the hearts of thoſe, that pretend to this, 
Holy-way, and to walke therein, a 
may be blamele{s and harmle/s, the | 
the midft of a crooked and perver/e . 
Hine as lights im 
walke, ot Courfe, how 


3) 
Rule of His Word; and the way of His people, even from the 


primitive times upward to this day, when the people of God had 
a blefed liberty graunted them (as now through unfpeakeable 
Grace, and a glorious providence they have) to be as Holy as they 
have a will to be, notwithſtanding any outward let or force a- 
gainft them; That fo by ing we may we the mouth s, 
or pur to filence the ignorance of foolif> men; wife after the fieth 
who cannot but be /candalized at the Holy way, which is fo tedi- 
ou and irkefome, yea tormenting to fleſh and blood, putting it 
to fo much (oft. Ol it is the great Duty of all, that ſet their faces 
that way, CO maintaine «coed Conſcience, that whereas the cuil 
will ſpealę evill of them as of evi Doers, they may be aſbamed that 
falfly accuse aur good Converfation in Chrift Ee 

Secondly, We will and take leave to fay this in the | 
fecond place. That wee are, through grace, of a contrarie Judge- - | 
faith, J am of Cbriſt, 1 Cor. 1. 12. Iwill not heare a man, | 
nor will I follow a man, I will follow Cbriſt, I will hearken what s 
He faith unto me by Hu Spirit; Is not this well? No, he pre- 
tends to heare the Spirit, but will not heare the word ; and now 
he fhalinever heare the Spirit; for the Spirit never ſpeakes but 
in, and by His word. Hy i 

Learned Ber hath a full note thereupon (too full for this 
place). But let this Et hauſiaſt, this phantaſt icke man, that is car- 
ried by a meere conceit, thinking he can be fad of the Spirit, and 
empty of the Word; he can follow che Spirit, and leave the Word; 
Let him hearken unto this: We looke not to feele the Spi- : 
rits hand directing us, nor heare His voice teaching us, but in and 7 
by His Word; * (as your worthy brother faith) 1 


alwayes movves according to His und. He that tobe Me. F. of 4 
taught of Ged without the word, sé mot tau be of God, but of the aa 19 
Devil, faith M: prilliam Bell, where Reafon doth that On 34 
Art of Reafon ; there he proceeds, and faith 
“the Word, which is Gods one Ordinance, . 
“they know not what, “Revelations and. in. 

* the word: ſeeing God teacheth all His Chi 


by the Word, 
"Te fab be all rangle of God, Joba 6. Bat who ever hear 
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Vid. Bez. in 
Math 10. 
verſ. 38. 


Lat, 4. 30. 


(6) 
God ſpeake, and learnt of che Father, and not by che Miniſtey 
of Man? Every man that bath beard, and hath learnt of the Fa. 


ther cometh anto Me : We leane not to mans-teaching, yet we ate 
tend it diligently, as to the reaching of Ged, we truft 1.0 guide up- 
on earth, nor doe we follow him further than we obierve him 
following Chrift, and leading us to Him; we ſhould ceaſe to be 
Chriftians, if we fhould not craſe from man to follow him, this 
Miniſter, or that, or any Miniſter in the world, if he followes not 
Chrift, going before him in His Word. Lactantius {peaks ufeful. 
ly co this, and to the phantaſticke humour of his time, fo fully 
agreeing with ours, whereto we referre him, that would fee more, 
This we can clearely fay, That, in deſire and endeavour, we are 
* followers of God as deare children, and we hearken not fo much 
what man faith, as what God faith by man; for as chat worthy 


man before mentioned faith, “ Who would care to heare what 


any man in the world would fay, in whom Chrift Himfelfe did 
not fpeak. And fuch is the riches of Gods goodneſſe towards us 


Bom. f. 22. (the Lord helpe us to continue in Hu goodneffe *) ſuch a guide He 


Vid. Bez. 


that would feede our luſts, /ee'viffows of peace for us, while we 


‘hath given unto us; who would not be followed one ftep farther, 
than as he followeth Chrift. There are three Scriptures, we de- 
fire to obferve with all obſervation, we will onely note the Chaps 
ter andthe verſe, and fo proceed, Prov. 1. 23. Iſa. $9 2% 
John 6. 45. And 
Thirdly , And this we will fay more, ſith we find our felves 
fo preffed That wee have had itching eares as well as others ; and 
could, after or o luft, have beaped-up to our felves teachers. 


made war with God ; ſpeake good unto us, while we were in an 
evill way; make us beleeve we were Chriftians, becauſe we 


vwere wafhed on the face, and called ſo ever ſince; and well pre- 


pared gueſts for the Lorde- Table; and as worthy communicants, 
as need be; Why ? Why? fhould any one male à queftion here ? 
we could almoſt have ſpit in his face; that fhould haye queſtioned 

us, or or Saint · pip at this point: we were full fixteene and up 
wards, but that, which cleared the caſe, and put it out of que- 
ftron, we were borne, and baptized in the Nation, and by di 
priviledge, and principles of Infant Baptiſme, we were inſtated in/ 
and poſſeſſed of all Church · Communities; not ftanding excom- 


muni- 


* 

i’ 
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C91) 
gunicated fur fome hainous Crime or Notorious Deboyfery, 
Oh how pleafing is this to fleſn and blood!Now bleſſed be Ged) 
and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift; Who hath loved us in Him 
with an ever laſting love, and hath not ſuffered us to doe, as thoſe 
of the world doe, the Church there, Bea of A thing of naughr, 
and leane toa thing of rotrenneffe, a reed, and a rotten’ reed, that 
can beare-up the Spirit no more in the houre of ‘de/perare forrow, | 
than can an aten ſtram beare up a Tower : Now for ever Bleffed ie 
be the Name of our God, who hath not /uffered us , not given- 
us-up to be guided by che Councells of our oe hearts, nor b7 
the deluſions of our owne ſpirits, nor by the teachings of men, 
who reach ſmooth things, and. propheſie diceits. The Lord our God 
isto be Bleſſed for this; for certainly thofe words are full of ae 
heavenly ſenſe, and {pirituall feeling; But at far thee the Lord Deut.18. 14. 
“thy God hath hot fuffered thee fo ta doe; As much as if he had ſaid, 
Le had as vile, and deceitfull hearts, as others; as quickly ſedu- 4 me of 4 fan- 
ced, and carried out of the way, as any other; as readily heark- 1 * 
ning to ſmooth and ſweet words, ſucht as theſe, You were Bap- = A anit 
“tiged, and ever fince tobe accounted Beleevers Difciples and mon, which d. 
Saints, ( which are ranke poyſon to the Spirit, and will make it plesferh bis t. 
fell wich pride, eil it beate) as readily hearkening to chefe as: <n 
any other; But che Lord thy God ſuffered thee not fo to doe. ‘age 2 
Surely had we hearts rightly tuned, we fhould {peake forth the fich preaching, 
gh praifes of our God day and night, Who hath given us to 4nd cannot en- 
abhorre, at leaſt to take na delight in a lade, formal generall 
and dull Miniftery, which bids us, in effect, leane- to out ward pri- 4 05 thd, 
viledgen no matter whether we have inward gtace by them, ſay- ir. 7 on Jude 
ing to us plea/ant things, while they fhould teach us /amentatis 31. 
ons, and to /igh with the breat ing of aur loines,becaule of the mife- “i 
ries we are involved in, ever fince wewere borne into the world, 
and continuing in that. horrid eftare, wherein we were borne , 
Dawbing, or Decking out felves all over with goodly names, He- 
levers, Difciples, and Saintt, when we were fo far from being 
ſuch as the Sun is from the eatth, and no more like to ſuch than a 
clod of earth is like to the Sunnie... ‘* O we bleſſe God day and | 
night, (itis one fo to doe) that He hath delivered our | 
foules from theledawbers, who can paint, and guild over that 
retten pot, Narres having washed the face of I pretty 
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C8) 
firſt. as artificially almoft, if not altogether, as one hath done in 
the name of all his follo wers. 
A god'y Min. It aa wonderfull mert ie, and to be admired, That the great 
4 God ſhould looke downe upon ſuch wormes as we, and give un- 
Son dd to us ſuch a giſt com above good and perſect, To re joyce in that 
the wound to Mihiltery, that is of His oune appointment, to rouꝛze our con- 
rent out the ( ſciences, to ranfacke our nearts, to ſearch them to the bottom 
Core. c. co pluck out che core there: Totałke us off from all our carnaſ 
rg confidences (from which we are aſſured we ſhall goe forth with 
crudelis eft, qui ber bands beads, ortabring dp o breafts,che manner 
exandit homin of tlioſe that are preſſed downe (with deſperate forrow, ) to re- 
& parcit vile us from our ſuperſtitions, and prophanenefles , where. 
dink “on, naturally, we are ſettled, as faſt as the mountaine is on its 
Aug. in Pal. “ bottome; To reforme us from all that, which is a provocation 
“to God, and asa fiery wrath, which hurneth all the day, The 
© blafpheming of His Name and Hii day (and holding-up an 
Idol-day) in His houfe, at thoſe folemne places there, and fay- 
“ing of Hu prayer, and then, as it is commonly ſaid, calling 
Chrift accurſed; We bleſſe God that theſe doings are an abhor- 
ring to wur ſoules, and that we can fay, we love to be reprooved,. 
aud can bleſſe the reproover in the gate, whereas the nominal} 
“*Beleever, Difciple, Saint, hateth the reproofe, and the re 
ver; we love to be teformed, and rejoyce in that light, which diſ- 
covers our darkneſſe, our u/cers, and plague fores, that hell that is 
in our hearts, that we may never feele it in our Conſciences; We 
can welcome a-refineing fire, as heartily as thoſe Nominall Belee- 
vers put it from them, flying from it as haſtily as they would 
from a confumeing fire, We love the vf Holineffe, as much 
as the end of the way, life and glory q and are as deſirous to have 
our hearts purified as to have our Conſciences pacified: and to 
row in 3 the ambitious man to aſcend to e 
18 nour. For we have concluded, That he hath truth © 
Grace, who, in the uſe of all meanes gives to gaine 
minime bens more: But if, as one faith, Thou faic# thou haft enough thow ha 
eff, qui melior “ nome atall. And we bleſſe God that we are by the Mi of 
nm the Word, ſtill put upon dung, growing und inercafing more 4 


Ce dal co more, we meane ( for here we may be miftaken ) that we are put 


ov ibi definis upon the getting a true lively activt Faith, which works by lt, 
elſe bonus. 7 accord- 


— 


a 


secording to the A poftles deſire; That every ome of you doe 

she (ame Diligence, —— of bope unto she eb 6. 

yn, And fo, Sir, we have declared unto you out of the word of 
God, and in the integritie of our foule, that we walke not by a 

fancie, but by a rule not by che words of man, but by the word 
of God; we heare Fin, we ure commanded to heare what Chriit | 
faith * The feuntaine of Revelation, being the great Prophet ef Dr. | 
Hi Church; for what He ſaith, the Spirit faith by His Minifter pag 2 2421 | 
as to the efficacie of Revelation to the hearts of the Saints, as faith’ 
chat erellent man: And now, that of the Apofle we cheiſiy 
mind; Onely let your converfarion be , as is becimoin the Goſpell 
of Chrift And wherein. ve muy faile, as faile we may, and fue 
often, we love to be told of it, if any will thew us ſo much love 
in dealing ſo faithfully with us, and faithfull are thofe wounds and pfil. 141. 5. 
foall not breake the head, no more than excellent oyle can; We have 
but little time, and we would improve it to the utmoſt. Whether 
we are together, ex àbſent, apart and alone, yet in defire Ae 
deavour, we would member one th’ other. the whole Brg 
hood where ever they be helping them what we can, as we ire 
they helpe us, and io are ftill doing and receiving good; 
vouring this with all our might, chat all things de done NN 
aud in order! And tliat ſucłꝭ a ſpirit of Peace and Meekneſs may 
thew it felfe in our lives, that the Enemy and Adverfary may ne 


ver have adva tage the to ſpeabe both truly us de 
place, we would fay this more 


‘Pourchty * In poffit. 
ſome thing was faid unto it our Introductive 

ene: off trat hard eenfute euſt upon us, T 

judge orders, who wake not with fs; 


Prag 

as far ftom us fo — that we ere 
we judge Faithfull yet 

unte us ri right hand of {hip though’ we vor 


what reaſon can e to refüiſe 


+ Which oc leider 
owe per rer wre: | | 
— 
the feilt cache breat power, 


he reftgth not in any forme: we wil co 


(10 ) 
n we fall never be brought out of love, and {i 
it, it is ſo cleare in our eyes to be The way of Holineſs, — 2 
paved out before us by the Spirit of Chriſt in His word; for no 
man could point us to it, nor lead us in it, but by the Spirit of 
God. leading him and us firſt And this is our perfwation, to tell 
you this lat, Ihat whoever he be,whether Miniſter, or people, 
that svelkes in delire and endeavout wich bor right foote in this way, 
Jer. 1 3. 19. ſtands charged by his Lord in theſe very 7 Ter them re- 
turne to thee, but returne not thou to them : Let them of Mt H. 
1 way and judgement returne to ir filtbines and ini- 
I quity , but returne not thou unto chem by receding from, ot 


— — — — — — 
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Cua 11. 


8 dinow we will heare what is changed upo on us and this 
wal we may not call ours, way of all the 
SATE Me) Holy all over the earth whoſe eyes the Lord hath now 
Ma — that they can fee it, —— opened their 
cares ſo as they can heare their Lord in His word, ſaying; Tha, 


is the way, it; us is 


Gun 

| — Has we bave / too h, if too highly of aur 

more of gut felves than — if we haue 

— yes than that we are as a thing of wang 

unt, WE Qo. 


Bs 


Way of the great Sheepbeard wit — 

Sheepbeards; who be flocks.of their companions. 


C1) 


Firſt, That if we have given juft occation to you, or any o- 
ther godly in Chriſt f eſes, to thinke or judge of us, by ought that 
we have ſaid, that we have fpoken arrogantly or confidently 
ol our felves, that is, more than was becomirg our perſons and 
our places, we heartily crave pardon of God and of you, for ſure 
we are, we never faw more caufe to walke /o/t/y, and to {peake 
humbly, than now we doe. Yet 2 


‘Secondly , As we have beleeved fo we have ſpoken, That 


God, being merciful to ws, hath plucked us out of this world, 
that wide, vaſt and waft Church there; Hee hath ſhewne us the 
abominations Committed by His Stewards there, in Name fuch, 
and given us an heart to loath and abominate the fame. And 
‘Thirdly , As tothe way and vvalke of the ‘godly therein, 
were we to fay over againe'vvhat we have fad ve could not 
upon after-thoughts thereof, fay leſs than what we have faid. 
And yet to fay the very truth as to this charge, ( wherewith vve 
verily thinke ve kave charged our {elves more than any other 
have or dare doe, unleſſe he be a man of Mr Hi: perſwaſion and 


once and againe; And we doe call God to wvitnefle upon our 
foules, That nothing hath caufed fo many thoughts of heart as 
that vve have fpoken fo much of our felves, though compelled, 
as vve thought, fo to doe: And we defire heartily it may be un- 
derſtood as we meant it ( fo vve have expreffed our felves fome- 
where ) not fo much to tell what Our atrainments are, as to our 
knowledge of That Holy way, and vvalke therein (O how low and 
ſmall they are l) but vvhat vve are breathing-after,and contend- 
ing for, being aſſured from the vvord of Goh it is the onely Trat 


way, vvberein all the faithfullin the world have and doe Walke; 


iat walke wprighrly vvith à right foote according to rhe Truth of 


the Gofpelt. And this is that e, through Grace ind ſupply of the 
Spirit follomafter; not as. than h we had already attained, esther 
were already perfect, but, whichis our perfection here below, vve 


bend towards it, if by any meanet we may attaine to the Refurretti- 


on of the dead. We would adde this more which is our hope, * 
That vvhat vve have ars 
vvalke ſhall engage us in the frengt „to give i- 
gence That vvay, and to keepe a more conftant and ſtrict — 


practiſe) vve have communed vyith our owre hearts about it 


0 
* 
5. 
> 
* 
| 


* Mr. Tilling- 


A ſhaken, he will not meddle with. 


Ibe more refolvedly he contends for God, che more opero/é 


over our felyes and walke, and againſt that adverſary ard enemy, 
who, with his children and fervants, watch for our balting add 
falling; Remembring ſtill, where the greateſt power of Relig) 
on ĩs, there the Devill is the buſieſt, ſowing the tares am 
the wheat, and mixing the corne with his cockle, where there 
is moft of Truth; he is alwayes (as one ſaith, and all che God- 
y find it fo to be) moft envious, and moſt buſie, and what he 
‘* worketh ofill, and mixeth with it, that hemakes an occaſion 


* alfo to raiſe prejudice againft , to hide it, and conceale it; 


ce whence it comes to pafle ( to uſe his words whofe works praife 
hies in the* gate ) That inthe Apoftles Times and through 
out the primitive Ages, and ever ſince, the Crond of erromns 
ce Ame run inte that [ide where Truth bath been. The reafon 
is, becauſe the grand enemies defigne is, to fow his tares in bis 
enemies feild, his, whereas yet his title is not queſtioned, nor 


We will clofe this in chat learned mans words That Chri- 


e ſtian, which is moſt Angelicall ſhall find Satan moſt Diaboli. 


call. The Devills malice being moſt againſt God, is moſt a- 


gainſt them who have in them moſt of God. In chem he la- 


“ bours to be revenged on Him; In the ſervants he ſtrikes at the 
„ Mafter . He troubles them moft, who troubles him molt: If 
“ they could let him and fin alone, he and finners woul. le them 
„alone. The more firmely fet any one is to ſtand ſor God, the 
“ more firmely Satan ftands at his right hand to oppoſe him; 


e are. And fo much 


As 


chargeing M: and all of way and judge 


he admit all, gives free 


haft. 
Satan with his Inſtruments will contend againft him; whick 
Conſi derations may be mighty through Him That ſtrengthneth, 
(1) To ngage. 85 hearts to God. (2) To mind us often of 
His ingaged promiſe, of Hus 1 25 with us. (3) To hould our 
eye fixt upon Hu rule. And (4) To make our watch: ftrong, 
as 
to c 


(13) 19 
# dalous ſoever, to the Lords- Table, which to doe as is ſaid. is an 
„ abhorring to his ſoule. Now for the enforceing of this charge 
againſt us, two paſſages were read to fome of us out of his Re 
nder. And withalf, a book ( if we may call it a book, which 
Fach neither Religion nor reaſon to patronize it) was put into our 
hands ( fo deſirous they are to make profelytes, to draw others to 
walke with them in their broad way, as if to have many followers 
makes for the credit of their way) written ſome yeares fince by 
a fufferer for the Cauſe of ( brift : And now, it may be feared by 
ſome, who feare their God, The Cauſe of Chriſt barb fuffved by 
him: We were faying this fiid Pamphlet was put into our hands, 
thereby co manifeſt the clearneſs of their way, and their walke 
init, cogether with our unrighteous dealing with Mr Hs: and the 
men of his way, and perſwaſion. ; 

We fhill now fer downe the two paſſages inthe Rejoynder,and 
adde but a word thereunto for the clearing of our felves from the 
fore-faid charge, urging onely the clearneffe of our Conſciences 
as to that matter; for we fuppofe, That the quoteing three or 
foure paſſages in the fore-named pamphleter, will cleare our righ- 
teouſneſs yet farther as to that charge 

In his Rejoynder thus he ſpeakes; I willingly grant, where 
* there are ſcandalls (1) Notorious, that they offend the Con- 
gregation; ( 2) ſo open, that they need no proof or debate. 
W. 35 In the preſent fact, ſo that no repentance can be pleaded, 
ſuch may be dealt withall as ip/ojwre excommunicate, If you 
* fhall demand of me a ſubſtantiall proof for yeelding fo much, 
“Tmuft anſwer you, The Church ws of Age, aske it. But of ex- 
( communicate perfons I doe humbly allow two forts, ip/o jure, 

vor de facto. The excommunicate de facto are ſuch who are both 


convicted, and have legally fentence paſſed on them. The ex- 
“ communicate ipfo jure, I count all fuch, though not juridically 
ſentene d, whofe crimes are open; notorioufly offenſive, and 


“actual, ſo that there needs no proceeding ſecundum allecata 


and probata, while the conviction is manifelt, and they can pre- 
tend no Repentanee. If you will not allow me my termes, I pray 


“abate non of my fenfe, and I care not. [ we thought fit to put 


downe fo much as was read to us | 
It is no part of our work to reply to this: It being N 


—— 


Gil fins onely 
faith Jos 
Co lings, 5.38. 


— 


Re jeynder, 
P. 6. * 


( 14 ) 
to as many as have enquired into theſe things, ard are not wil. 
lingly ignorant, That this man hath been 4 ſuffi. iently; whe 
ther his fully be departed from him we cannot tell; ſure we are, 
thougb bis way is bis folly, yet * Miniſters, ſuch as he was or js 


Walk in it. approve his fayings ( ard doings in Gods houſe) Selah, 
But this we would fay more, to cleare our righteouſneſſe as to this 
matter. 

Firſt, That our Conſciences doe bart us witneſſe in the Lord, 
we have not knowingly wronged that man, or any other of his 
perſwaſion in any one line or word, which we have written. 

Secondly, That we find him, in ſome places, wholy difagree. 
ing with bimfelfe, and there, as we ſuppoſe, agreeing with the 
Godly, but there he claſhes phrafes, & fearfully rebounds againſt 
himfelfe, while a natural! light, as we think, flafheth in his face. 

. Thirdly , We doe acknowledge, That where we faid, That 
n Devill incarnate (we meant a perſon, who declares his fin, 
ile Sodom ) If Baptized may be admitted to all Church-Com- 
munions though , we might have added, Jf not ſuſpended from, or 
excommunicated ont of the Church; yet this omiſſion we t 
then, and fo thinke we now, is not confiderable for theſe two 
reaſons. 

Becauſe (1) This ſuſpending ſrom, and excommunicating out 
of a Church anciently pract iſed by the Church, does ſuppoſe, as 
we conceive, a true Church rightly gathered by the Word prea- 
ched, and according to the ſame Word inſtituted ordained and ox- 
dered, which we think, cannot poſſibly be in a Nationall Church, 
as things are now ordered there. Ard 

Becauſe (2) a Miniſter of a perticular Church, hath nothing 
to doe here; he hath no power to /x/pend or excommunicate from 
the Lords-T able. He bath not fo much power in the bou/e of Ged, 
by his Lords allowance, (fay the pamphleters with the men of 
that perſwaſion) as a Cook has in his Kitchin, who, as we have 
heard, will be a King there. Therefore that allowance menti 
before of a Double excommunication, weigheth no more with 
the Godly, as we ſuppoſe, in the Ballance of the Sanctuary, than 
doth the Duft of the Ballance,or an haires weight there, for heate 
bat che other Pamsphleter faith in his vindication of foure ſeriuus 
Rucftions of grand importance. And fo we will, being forced 1 

| 0 


7 


plot our paper with three or foure paſſiges we have met with 
were. The firſt we will fet downe is this, which he ‘reckons his 
fixe Conclufion, _ | 
fFhat no Minifters private judgement 
his admitting any to, or ſuſpending them from the Sacrament. 

True ( for we crave leave to interpoſe a word here) A Mini- 
hers private jndgement ought not to be the Rule; but the Word 
of God ought, and a rt ye inlightned , and ſanctified by the 
Spirit of Chriſt and His Word; that is a ſure role for admitting 
or not admitting: In theſe cafes, a Miniſter ought to be carried 
vo more by a private than he is by a private iwterpre- 


sation, 2 Pet. 1. 20. Where the A poſtle, as we ate told, brands 8. Pup. 
that Comment, which flowes from a Mans on braine and upon J u. 
pharcie, without che conſent of othet᷑ Scriptures, or the teach - 2. 311. 


“ings of the Spirit. No Seripture whether Doctrinaſſ or Prophe- 
** call, is of any ſuch private, that is, humane interpretation. 
That may be called a private judgement, which declares a Mans 
‘own private opinion, or conceit rather, not that, which declares 
the mind of God in all he ſpeakes or doth. Therefore the Gen- 
tleman might have ſpared his fir, ſcrond and third, all which fol- 
lowes in the fame page (32) of his pamphlet to prove,“ That 
no Minifters private j or Conſcience ought to be the 
Rule of his admitting to, or ſuſpending from the Sacrament. 
Another paſſage we read pag. 30; we read it alſo fprinkled here 
and there in other pages, 3 1. 35. 48, ty clr is cis; I pofitively 
deny That there is any precept or preſident in Seripture for 
de fufpending of any member of a particular Congregation 
from the Sacramemt of the Lords Supper onely, who is not at the 
“ fame time excommunicated and utterly ſequeſtred from the 
Chorch, the ſocietie of the faithfalls and all other publike or- 


“dinances there uſedi as praying ; Nor (as the Doating 
_ or the Devill ) gor che Revert Preacher produced one dram of 
_ Scripture or folid Neaſun to refute this. 
Then iti point of good manners, were this a place for it, yet we 


thouiid to the Confiderate Reader, 
de he Jearijed or unlearned great marter. Nay we will venture 
(iis fie: cited paſſago wich 
0 C thou 


ougltt to be the rule of 


¢, 
1 
‘ 
* 
¥ 


all a matter. | 


Cancluſiaut, which we read in the ag page; where 


(169 
though he may be in grace; for a meere tut or ſenſaal man, 


net having the Spirit, may give tighteaus 


Judgement in ſo ſenſo 


ice of lis hemphlert, the-firft 
he concludes 


Wee proceed 


tus without premiffes, having almaſt as little ape 
Nhat every viſible Member viſi ble Church 
tion, not actually ſecluded from it by ecm ict tor 
“ fome notorious ſcandall, hath a true intereſt in, and right unto 
“ every ordinance of Chriſt admi niſtred in that Church, of which 
che is not made uncapable by any natural diſability, as chitdren, 
and diſtracted men L but not by any Moral) difability, as 
wicked unreaſonable and prophane men, children of Belial) 
** are of teceiving the Lords Supper, becaufe unable ¶ thofe wick 
‘Sed — „% 

Wich che Readers lea ve and patience we will interpofe a word 
here alfo, for our juftification ; I bas we have not wronged them is 


 faying they admit all, how full of willanie foever their are: 


jor fo faith this pamphleter , The other Mr Hi: is mote eivill, for 
if they be jure excammanicass, that is, if we underſtand him, ſuch 
vile per ſons as are fit for 7 yburne to be hanged there; thele 
not be counted meet gueſts for the Lords Table. So civill is he 
with his Lord aud his Table , but this Gentleman exceeding all 
bounds of civility and good manners, faith thus ; If the cenfure 
of excommutication be nat 
Notonions, (candads, dhen they mmuſt be adentted to the Lords 


Table; Adalteryra, though they be fornicators, prophane perfins, 


as was Eſas vvetous, Idolaters, Eailers, Drunkards,E xtortiontrs 
for not any One of all theſe wicked-ones,and finners before rhe Lord 
exoeedsng/y( fo we were {peaking for our juſtification) ſtand ſuſ 
a, on exco in their Church. or can ſo doe as we 
conceive, rchus fic fansihus,| We proceed unto the 3 page, aod 
his third Conclufien, where we read asfolloweth. 
lt is the Minifters bounden Duty to Adminifter the Sacra 
ment to their peo pie as well as to preach and pray. Therefore 


& 
4 2 no more deny to Adminifter chis Sacrament to thoſe 
at a 


as chat before, if he be not a bhild,»a fall, 
of 


— £0 pe 
/ 


be Reader; we hope, will give us leave to come in with our 
erté here alſd ( that we may ſtand cleare of this their charge a- 
gunſt us) Therefore we have not wronged them when we arr. 
med, That they to all, how notorious ſor ver for 
sheir villayies ; for to all theſe they are to preach the Goſpell; 
elle it had been we with us here and for ever ; for as much as we 
were all wicked, -u clofe as under ten thouſaud locks and bars 
(to ule excellent Tindatls words) laid- up clofe prifomers under Rom. 11. 32. 
Difebedience, that the mercifull God might have mercy uponall, 
poe hd vocation calling to us in the voice of the Gofpel Mark. 16. 15 
which was to be preached to every creature under Heaven: elſe as Col. 1. 23. 
we were faying; wo had been our portion for ever and ever with 
the Devill and bis aff bop we fay againe, They are to 
the Coſpel to all und for all thee they are to pray, (even for 2. 1 
— man living, that hath not finned fin * Jeh 3. * 
uvto death, yet for him, as one faith. ſi nom ores gemas tamen, if thou 
muſt not pray for him, chou muſt mourne for him) whence it muſt 
follow. as we are able to reaſon the cafe, They muſt admit all to 
the Lords Table, bow novorious foever for their villaniet. We will 
not remove our fbote from out of this fink, though semo libenter 
“The' pamphleter hath ffx Concluſſons premised, whereby he * He 
on their backs *, as,after his manner he 
_proudty and ‘arrogant! zwe have fee down only the firft, orf? 
third. and fixt’. The fecond o often That every riows Memory, 
vifible Chtiſtian not actually excommunicated, hath a right to, and whom elfe. 
“ghd incereft in the Lords Supper. ‘The fourth is, That God hath: 4 15 ‘a 
primaty and a'iecondary intention in ofdaining His Gofpely %% Church 
and Sactatments. The fift is, That God onely knowsthe heart, f the living 
tot any Minifter or Presbyter x. bis op 
Th Conclufions being premifed ; And ten Rea/fons given pelts in iba 
in to Deliver the Minifter’ from all feare of being, 
his’ fe Sacrathient to a (candalons 
Rind (othe Objeltions anlwered (after hig maß- 


ner when he is out of fis element “which Tome Miniffer, Levery 
Minifter we would fay, that is * right wind] might * 


"or 
aif 


that one judge the reſt. That men 1 F are bold, 
re 


tian experimentally affirme, That their, preparations 


€ 

for refolution ; And to diftinGignepremiled, of two. forts 
Comverfiin and fealing : Aker all chis, This 
as unable almoſt as John Timſon is, by that Arr. & Reslon-to 
manage his reafon, or make uſe thereof, giv¢s-in no fewer 
than twelve Arguments to prove, That the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper is a converting aa qell aca. Healing ordinances 
But no more ſtrength have they, as. we beleeve à trug Lz. 
4 will fay, to evince’ that unſcripturall thane 
with his pot-gun, to chafe an herd of Deere, and kill them when 
he hath done. Though we are as weary now of this Gentlemans 
Conclufions, Reaſom a, Diftinttions, and Arguments, as the Reader 
can be ; yet becauſe we are perſwaded, not one Godly Man ofa, 

2 will put himfelfe to the trouble of reading two leaves, 
in the ſaid pamphlet, with ſome i oy alfo to our own yindicatir,, 
on, we will fingle out the laſt of his Arguments, and de ano, by 
are not mow tolearne, yet thu, which owes, may give — 
new experiment thereof; Thus he ſpeak es. 

AIwelſthly (to ſpend no more Arguments in fo cleare a caſe]. 
appeal to every Chriftians Comfcience, whether their 
perience will not shag Sacrament ae 
““ verting ordinance turni eit hearts eran 
of fin, to the fervice, of God, and — — 
much, ac the Ware 


wot far more. And cannot many thoulands of converted, 


** proaches co this Holy Sacrament,were the firſt effect ual meanes 
* of their comverfion, yea, that they had not been converted, had they 
** been debarred from phase ormer feandalens Lye sitor 
“therefore diſclaime this abfurd irreligious paradox, for which» 
“there is not the leaſt fhadow of Scripture. of ſolid realon, 


Chall faffice here; he with others of his perfwalion, have» 


faid it. But by Gods Grace, we will. heare what the Spirit {auth 
in the Scripcures, There is much · more 
ment, which they, that elſe to doe, 
fcemes to us, he wrot it his Spirit, was fomewhat difco 
fed with anger, which, they 111 11 


fa 
kc depofeth Reafon for a time, a 


* 
41 
/ 
** 


C198), 

pirit was much ſtirred ſure, even co an Againſt 
that hering ( ſd be calis it) of end 
Officers af ft > ket pray. back any, that ‘externdlly profeffe’ 
Name, and are not atrerly cut-cff from the ſoclerie of Pe faithfull, 
4 all other er. linancnt from : Fcctuall meanes of 
Jeave now. to repeat our onde mbre and! chen 
ro more, That we may ſtand ascheare in others Conſciencæd. 
we doe in out own; That we have not wronged Mt ot uny 
“other Mligiſtec of that perſwaſion, where ve affirme, They give 
‘free Aamiſſibm to all unto the Lords Table, hom {candalous foever, 
br they For Queſtionleſſe. fart this 
Pata plietet ig the fame piace , ¶ Theſe ougit not to be debarted 
* from the Sacrament it heing one of the 
‘canes, which Cbriſt lumſelfe has tnftituted for bei? Peal ton 
This now being granted, for quietneſſe ſuke, for truely the men 
of this crooked generation will ha ye their ſuyſug though indeed; 
ve gan grant it no morpitlian we can That there 
Manin the Mounc} with Buſh of thorne d x, but a 
whole world chete, and repleniſned with ſorts OF Creatures 
yet int them haue cheir but then this muaſt fol upotꝭ it. 
T Lords Table the moſt fcandaldus 


ving the laghs vf ol inale 
bungh of Fathers (ayy atid | 


fitſt 


That the very luck r. of all 


inners, not pri their villaties for theſe. 
find oom what nerd de haveheard ſpenke, 
and we {de wit dae it God iow 
theit doings Letithole nownjudpe wh one Bod Wall 
to found deferetiGnifer they Wea e ha- 

clofeihereott we aided — 


(20) 
for free Admiffion of all to the Sacrament, hyeth in this, . That 

“che Lord Chriſt Adminiftred the Sacrament to Puder, though 
‘He knew him infallibly to be a Traitor, Theife, Devill and fon 
I dis is a Controverted point, The Affirmative indeed is main. 
tained by all Minifters of theſe two pamspblerers perfwafion; a 
allo by a bunch of Fathers, they all dranke of it, as they are plea 
fed to ſpeakx. The Nagative id maintained, That Judas did ut 
driał if it, by the Godly learned, a whole bunch of them, ( to ule 
the fame word thoſe in) both Awcient and Moderne, whd 
have approved themſelves to God, that they are Godly, and to 
Men that they are learned, and which is the crown of their learn 
ing, that-chey have /earnt Chriſt. And truely we beleéve , that 
to all unbiaſed Men, who fhall compare: the Arguments pro. & 
(on, weighing them to 


gether in the ballance of a ſanctified 
judgement, It fhall appeare as clearely, That Pudas did not drink, 
Fi, it appeares, he was a Traitor, anbrheife,and bad the bag, 


dasdid.drink of it ʒ his Lord giving it him: . acting according to 
che sple ofhumane Reafon, omniſcience; as Mini- 


fer of the Goſpel, not ar an Omnifeient God ; By the holinefs which 
appeared, in the\lip, not by the villanies lay- hid in the heart; 
Cancer Yet we would think, This could make ‘lietle for 
their , but much to terrifie a vile perfon; making his ap- 
proach tothe Lords Table; And the Minifter alſo ſuſfering him 
ſo to dos; after (he had received) rhe (op, Satan du 
lim, and immediately put him upon moſt bloody and miſchetvou 
work, firf to betray bie Lord and Mafter, and then, through ber 
romr of bimfeife: Wee would  aske:fober men, 
Does this A dmiſſton of Judas (aire ſuppoſe it fo ) to the Sacre 
ment by hig Lord chere does this male for the free Admiffion 
nit here on earth? W it againe, does it make 
free Admiffion ofall;: Traitors;{Theives, Devils; Children of Be 


liall, and fons of perdition; the may drinke if they be not 
his pratticall Carechi/me, Anfwets better than fo,where 7 
the 


John 13. 2. 
27. 30. 
Math. 27. 7. 
4 


) 


Judas Thar 


4 villanie. If out judgement were to be valued, we ſhould 


julge ſo too. And that che Miniſter is not to enquire how full of 


gillanse the heart 4; for it is a very MAyſtery of iniquitie, and an 
dell above ground ; But how it is. evidenced by the liſe, and de- 
clared by the actions, as Sodom did. And then being fuch mani- 
felt and openly declared ſinners ( rhe sorkes of the fleſt are mani- 
fef,) then, as we have faid, and, we think, have proved ſome 
ph fuch manifeft ſinners are not to be admitted to the Lords 
Table. 

Secondly, In the fecond and laſt place; We acknowledge that 
we cannot reach their meaning by their words; Thus they con- 
fancy Affitme, Notorious ſianers, ſcandalous livers, if not 
“excommunicated, are to be admitted to the Lords Table; and 
they are ſaul- murthering Miniſters that ſhall debarre them the 
dacrament:; Yet ſome where theſe pamphleters ſay; Repemiag 
mourning fnners, poore ones, [piritually fick of fin ; 
“/oules. They fay and unſay in a breach fometimes, No matter 
what they fay, this we-fee with our eyes, They admit all fcanda- 
loully ignorant, and as prophane, whole lives declare their hearts 
to be as full of villanie as fdas was. But ſuppoſe we the men of 
this perfwafion doe fpeak ſometimes bo/s/7,, which is more than 
we can poſſibly obſerye by our eye or eare ; we beleeve alſo, If fo 
they did {peake any where, their words could not he ſo ro the 
heart of the wicked, andjto; the nne their Arme in their 
abominable practiſes; for holy words are as unſavoury with the 
unholy, as corrupt words are do, the holy. Nor could they beso 
takeing with the whele world which lyeth in wickgdneffe, a wine 
i, ot a, New, light, though but from 4, omen, 
conliſting of earth and Combuſlibſe matter, ubich yet hath 
many eyes upon it when the Sunne fhining in its ſtrenteh. bath 
none at all. O it is very pleaſing to chem, ( whom, if a Miniſtet 
pleaſeth, he diſpleaſeth Gal to read or heare chat abominable 
tinners are to be admitted to the Lords Table, for none but 
Goal-finners, de jure excommunicate perſoks are to be debarred 
thence But as we were ſaying. ſuppoſę it ſo bat they {pake holily 


aa where, uhich to aur, fepming,they de wihers yet 


ors mony be Lamfuly though rbeir hearts may be full 


thofe, faith he who are Obriſtias pro- 
“ 


( 22) 
ptactiſe in Gods houſe, as to thoſe facred Adminiftra tion», be an- 
holy It is as apparent, it is fo,as the workes ofthe fleſn are mani. 
ſeſt,) they will throw downe many by che it cure practiſe, and 

not build up any, or very few, in compariſon, by their bleed Dp- 

vine. if fowe may call it. Adore will fall in the night of their life, 

than be buili-up in the day of their Dine, to uſe that learned 

h mans words “ and fo conclude with them , ſet Angells and Men 
judge ofit. We proceed tio 


He third Charge whichis double, (1) Tt we doe wet at- 
BR enledle this Nation to be a Church, and fo we dee, a 
*Sochers that know not wht they doe, ( 1-) unchurch che Na- 
tian; and (z )'wanimfter the Afinifbers there 
Now God forbid we fhou'd doe ſo; fur be it from us, as we 
would have that be, which is an ab: mii to us (the import of 
the word, as we conceive ) We doe not ancharch the Nation; — 
we ſnall ſpeake to that firſt, We doe not vnminiſter the Mini- 
ſte there, we ſhall ſpeake to that in the ſecond place. 
Firſt, We dearely love the Nation, with proſperity to it day 
and night, and to every Parith therein, becauſe God hath, for 
ought we know, His Church there; We dor think this w hole Na- 
tion to be as true a Church, as J/raels whole land throughout 
was Gods Vineyard, though we cannot for our hearts (ſo we 
ſimple folke uſe to ſpeake) thinke it to be the Church-of the Li 
ving God, no more than we can tlunk that vineyard the Lord 
ſpeals of in the 5 Of Iſaish; was’ His vine. yard of red wine, 
whereof He ſpeaks I/. 27. 2 ot that every one, that was borne 
in dfrarls lem, was cut to that company, fpecified under chat 
Norten tf Réd-wine, the pureſt, choyceſt, and moſt generous wine, 
donot ung the choyceſt and moſt excellent people, rt vhm 
( than ind heres now die 


vide Junium. 


alboser the land pthere was tlien and now is as a d. fies 
rence, as is bet xt the be ſt and choyceff grapes, and the wortt the 
or betwixt a rer and a rhorne a fig g. tree and 
a thiftle. We wein proceed tere: thal we may wipe- off this aſper- 
fon, and give-thé Reader & cleufe underſtunding of our minds, 
oi as 


ni 


| 
; 
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a to this ſuggeſted againſt us, that we wot thu Nation 
Charch. | as We have faid, and we will repeat it here, we 
doe not think this whole Common-wealth is a Church, 4 boly, 
as the Jewiſn Nation was, ( wliereof hereafter ; ) where Church 
and State was one; we cannot thinke as you and your, Brethren 
think ( if we may judge your thoughts by your words and works 
| Leher to your dealing forth of Holy things to ail age atl 
municated perfons, requiring them) we cannot think, 1 

is no wird in England, but all (burch, non without, but 41 
within; non to be converted, 17 or added to it, for chat 
were to ) gather 4 Church out Fe Church, which founds ill you 
know with whom. All are, if not converted as foone as they are 
borne. yet added to the Church as [oome as they are borne and chrift- 
ned, though borne of parents wallowing in all the pollmtsoms of the, 
world, You know whofe words thefe are which follow, Sure 

“ever fince Abrahams Time (and I doubt not but before too] 
“they were added to the Church by one and one as they were 
“borne. And I have fhewed you before, That Chritt 97 1 
“Meflengers to Diſeiple all Nations, 72 1 é. 2 tion that 
“fhall fay, He meanes onely Goe and 7 4 me re- ne an 
“ there-one out of all Nations and no more. 

We humbly conceive, no other Godly, man ‘would. 
thofe words fo for that were to reftraine the worke of; G 
nch with His Word; yet we doe not chink that they brougbt = 
thofeNationg under che yoak of Chrift, every, 
man But we conceive a Godly man would ra 2. 2 


of His Lords words to be this; Hiſe ile thems fir 
bedient both in word ‘and i in deed, ye tay, ob- 
ferve how they ſubmit to roy your preaching, before you admi 


upon their Miniftery 4 Were tO teltraine is own Spirit, , 


The Lor Chrift layeth no 
not it to breabl it but to Caution them, at; 


4 point of high concern Not to give Our the {ealing ore. 
dinances before pre preaching chat Difeipling and Converting. Or., 
 dinance had don i 


J We will take-in his following words; “Are not al profeffours. N 
of Chriſtianitie in E as truly in the Church , 25 at ih in 


were? i challenge to anfwer te therein, 
D 
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( 26.) 
fo honourably of your Chwrch- ſtate or ſtanding there, as you an 
the men of your perſwaſion doe, It being to our eye and eare in 
as miferable a ſtate as miſery it ſelfe, or as fin and Satan can make 
it; It hath been time out of mind, and now is an high wall, in their 
conceit, to a fortith brutith people , though it ſtands at prefent 
like a tottering wall, and broken fence, and muft ere long be ſhat- 
tered to peices, when an ver- flowing fhiwre, and great hailftones 
foal fall, and a flormy wind foal rent it. And when this wall is 


Fallix, foall not be [aid unto you Where is the danbing wherewith 


Deut. 3 3. 


ye haut daubed it. And if your National! Church falls ( as to 


that Notion ye have of it)che Nationall Miniſtery cannot ttand’; 
for theſe are like thofe two Champions you 10. have read of, 
who clafping each ocker refolyed to ſtand and fall together. 
Notwithftanding though this is our perſwaſion, as to the Church 
and Miniſters thereof, yet we ſhall ſtand cleare, we hope, from 
the fourth charge 1 * us, That we unminiſter the Miniſtert f 
this Matin; Now for our clearing herein we fay heartily as fol 


lowerh | 5 
b. 8 * IV. As 

2. we truely honour the Miniſters thiere, to whom God 


I hath committed the word of Reconciliation ; And he 
knowes (to whom we doe appeale in this natter) what He hath 
pit into dur hearts, and wrouglit out chence every day, ſurely it. 
1s @ prayer much after rhefe words; Bleffe Lord bis fubfhance 

mar find it to be a very {mall pittance . and the more falthfull 
the leſſe it is, if they have any dependance on men.] Aud accent 
the worke of His band: Cit is of the meaneſt account, and finds the 
leſſe acceptance in the world of any worke, that ever was done 
under the Sn] & mite rorough the loines of them that rife 
Him: DL He hath many dreadful enemies, all the viſible World, 
all chat are for preſent of the wo Id, and all the inviſible world, 
as many and more, we thinke, than are the viſible. And that in 
the Evangelift Mare 5, 13. makes us thiake fo, but certaine it 
is Many and dreadfull are his Enemies, all that are tlie Lords ene 
mes and adverfaries to the Truth, a it is in ate his ene - 
mires; fle/o, and blood, carnal reafon a dreadly enemie; spar 

* dieß, 


— , 
* 
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linien, and powers, all the rulers of rhe darkne/s of this world dreac- 
full enemies; the Gates of Hell, the powers of darknefs and po- 
ies there, ſtand charged againſt Him, like fo many Cannons 
mounted. and fhooting at his very face,“ Site through the loynes 
f them that rife up againſt Him, and of them that hate Him, 
that they rife not againe. We fay as much for the godly Magi- 
ftrate, that other Pillar, fablifoment, and beauty toa Nation. 
as we have faid for the godly Minifters all over the Nation, al 
and every one in what forme foever he ſerveth his God, fo it be in 
Truth, and ‘ feperateth from the world in all places, (pecially at tke 
Lad. Table. For them that doe not, we pray for them alfo (as 
we doe for the Ruler that rules act in the feareof God) though 
nut after the tenour of theſe words; Bicffe Lord their ſubſtance; 
we cennot fay fo, for Reafons we will not mention in this place, 
o ely this. Me are not certaine of the lawfuline/s of their gaine, 
whether they doe not mind /xéftance onely, which the Apoftle 
calls the. Helly and filthy lucre We cannot pray for Gods Biel- 
fing upon their fabftance ; nor, as followes; “ Accept the worke 
of bis hands, becanfe we are perſwaded, by che worke he makes 
in Gods Houſe, it can find no acceptance from the Lord; but will 
d:aw downe His wrath rather. His worke hath too much accer- 
tance with men to have any from God. And forthe laft which fol- 
lowes ; ‘‘ Smite through the loines of them that rife up againft bim. 
Elefh and blood rifech-not up againſt him, nor doe Principalitics 
and Powers, theſe are all well accorded with him, walking toge- 
ther as friends in that Broad way, not feperating from the world; 
no not at the Lords Table. 


S1 e T. V. 


60 ** but what is this to the purpoſe, ſome may ſay, Te die 
not acknowledge the Nation to be a ¶ hurch. 

It is your or theirs miftake that ſay ſo; Indeed we doe know 
it, and acknowledge it to be a Church, as wide and large as the 
Nation is, as you. and your Neightour Mr WV: will have it. And 
ſo we told you immediately beſore, and in our firſt Tteatiſe page 
ioc, we fhould elfe, as we ſaid there, put no differerce betwixt 
England, ard the temoteſt parts in the world; the 

e 


62. ¢, 
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the glorious Goſpell never came; which yet makes 28 


ata 
difference, as did once all darknefs in Egypt, and all light 20 
foen ; And yet, as we there toſd you, and now would tell it our, 
we cannot thinke with you, that this Nation is as the Jewiſh Na. 
tion was, 4 National Church, which yet you with your Neigh. 
bour M. N: are able ye ſay ( ſo we have heard) to Maintaine 
with the ableſt Schollar in this Nation holding againſt it; May 
ye not ſeeme too confident? But yet to ſpeuke it in paſſage, at 
refent, being the great heud of our Controverfie anone. We 
2 heard your Neighbour once and againe and the third time, 
( for ye will try maſteries ac the weapon ye can beſt skill of) 
argueing this point ; and, to our feemeing, his Arguments were 
no more fit to hold it out, than the (hove i fit for the hand, or the 
clove for the foore:He reckned-up ſome miſcarriages in the (burch 
of Corinth, not a few, fo likewife in Creete, He raked together all 
the filth he could meet with in both places, thereby to make yout 
Church beautifull, and the Church of Chrift ugly, and deformed, 
a pearle though fhe be in Her Bridegroomes eye, Who now re) 
ceth as much in Her, as He did on the firſt day of her efpoufills, 
ugly, and deformed, though fhe be in her owne eye, but berauſe 
of 2 the more comely in His: we are mever precious in His eyet, 
till we are vile in our owne ; Now Bleſſed be His Name, He hath 
made Her Lovely, and now loves Her freely, and with an everla- 
ſting love, and to the end, without end He loveth Her; and 
irongly now as He did on the firſt day; He manifefted His fove 
unto her ; It is a feeling expreflion, and as full of /pirit as can be, 
els a “* Bridegroome rejoyceth over the Bride, fo doth thy God re 
** joyce over thee. “* The love of Chrift after a thouſand yeares, is, 
till but as the love of a Bridegroome upon the wedding day: 
And therefore, Sir, we dare not with him and you joy in the car- 


tying on this diſpute, when ever you fhall fet about it, becauſe we 


uſe not to wiſh impoſſibilities; we ate as confident in this, as you 
in that, That your Hearers fhall gaine as ſictle Information, or, 
that we call, true knowledge, from you by Hearing you argueing 
that point, as you fhall gaine true comfort from it anone, when 
you muſt give an account of your Stewardſhip, and mut be 
longer Steward, your diſpute tending but to this: That all, how 
unworthy ſoever, may ſit downe together at the Lords Table 


upon 


— 
| 
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the account onely of our Infant Baptiſine, as they at the 
* the Paſc hal Lambe ; Now what comfort can —— have 
from this, (if you argue the point as that diſputant doth , That 
you have made the Church of Chriſt ugly, thereby to ſet off the 
33 your owne, which is as ugly in the eyes of our Lord, as 
uglines it ſelfe; as deformed as deformitie it ſelfe as filthy, as 
filthineſſe it ſelfe; as abominable as abomination it ſelſe; Take 
your Church at the beſt, it is but like that Trer in Daniel, and 
holds good proportion, conformitie and agreement therewithall, 
et is not halfe fo comely as the Image there, for the Head was 
of fine gald ; But the Head of your Church who or what is he ? 
Not the Lard Fefies ( briſt; Ne is the Head of That Body onely, 
whereof He is the Saviaur; having ſo loved it, that He gave 
* Hlimſelſe for it; That He might ſanctiſie it, and clenſe it with 
the waſbing of water by the word; That He might preſent it 
to Himſelfe a glortous Body, not having {pot or wrinkle, or any 
e ſuch thing: But that it ſhould be Holy, and without blemith, 
Eph: 5. 25, 26, 27. This Body onely He ſaveth, which hath u- 
nion and communion, wich Him; are (at preſent, or ſnall be) 
made conformable to Him, are ruled and taught of Him, waske 
ing in Him; Who now beleeve in Him, or hereafter foal beleeve 
through the Mord, Joh, 17. 20. Ve cannot fay this, or any of all 
this, of your Manſtrous Church, And. therefore. St) ye thail 
doe well, we think, you and your Neighbour, with your third 
Man, your brother in the fame perſwaſion with you, fobs Z im- 
fon, L who fpeaks as boldly in this matter as ignotance it ſelfe u- 
feth to doe; and as confidently as confidence it ſelfe; vt afraid 
at al, though he pretends to ſuch a feare,pag.68.0f his pamphlet, 
the Truth will be prejudiced through his inabilities I ye ſhall 
do well (we were ſaying) ta Conſider the Hadys ye are argueing - 
for, to be the Body of Chrift , and He abe, nad ths ſamt, leat. 
ye make full proobe, as ſome of you have, we feare, don already, 
Churebss, Iran ming led with clay. But for our 


that ye are, your | 
ſelves, we would much rather goe a wood-carheringy.as we uſe to 
ther fiubbie, than haare you or 


a 

or weary our ſelves in gathering 

to heart your Church und the Church of Chriſt 

evi of not could we heare ic 
inf iz 


race, 


Vid. Zanchi 
upon Eph.2. 
10. So his 
va‘itis fe Deum 


18s. 


as that learned Ex 
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Grace we feele the love of Chri? conftraining ; 


His love to His 
Church, His Beloved- one; ; our love to Him, for it is reciprocal, 


and our beloved-one, the very fame. ° 


A 


e firſt grand Enquiry comes now to be confidered. 
on, together with our Reaſons, which cary much, in 
door thoughts, with the Holy Scriptures, and cauſeth us 

co beleeve, That this our Nation is not as the pee; 
7 Nation was, a Nationall Church, nor that there thall be the 
ke to that unto the worlds end. Our Reafons are foare, which 
we have found by fearching in the holy Scriptures , to which 


ſearch we commend you. But firſt 


It is neceſſary we ſhould premiſe this, becaufe three of our 
reaſons will depend much thereupon; That the eternall God 
and * — Father, having this very thing in his purpoſe be- 
fore the worlds were, to chooſe heires of eternall Glory cheiſely, 


if not onely, out of the Jewifh Nation; — ga ve to that Nation 
till that Number was compleated, and one 


reo that Nation, His 
word, Statutes and Ordinances. To — id belong the Adopti- 
on, the Glory, the Covenant with the Seales thereof, the promifes, 
and all that might render them the onely beloved and re 
people in the world; the little Gofben, while groſſe darknes cove. 
red all Nations befides, as it did Egypt. This Nation was, in Re- 
ference to other Nations ( left 9854 for ſome thouſand of 
yeares to their own blindnes and darknes) « cbeſen generation, @ 
liar people, a Royall Prieftbood, yea a Kingdome of Prieſti; 
for with that Title God honoured them for 1 Reafons cheifſy, 
iter faith ; 1 That the world might 
know, That He more of that people than He did of al 
1 the people upon the face of the earth befides ; (2) Becauſe lle 
“Communicated more of His Counſells to that people than to 
any other people; and they were more familiar wich Him than 
pere the reſt ofthe world: as the Priefts were more familiar 
wich God and came neerer to Him, than did the ene mn 
* that looke what proportion the Prieſts, nn 


I. 
Upon Fob 13 
p- 286, 


| (a4 ) 
“ co the people, the fame did the eres beare to all the people in 
ache world. From this premiſed we teaſon firſt. 
That this our Nation is not a Church as the Jewiſh Nation 6. 1 
was; for that the Lord God hath not ſaid pf chis Nation, it %%, 
Kingdome of Pricfts ;nor that He will chooſe, out of this our 
Nation one/y, heires of Eternall glory. This we conceive to be fo 
cleare, that we need not proceed in it. Onely our next reafon 
eee much upon that, which preceded, as on this which fol- 
While the Jewes were a Nation, they were the onely Church F. 2. 
in the world; They were as Caſben in Egypt, the onely lightſome 
part under the Sun; em and Grecke or Gentile was the dicho 
tomee of the world), they were che only °° F/eece made wett with 
the dew from heayen, hen all the earth beſides was dry; The 
Jewes, they were, to ſpeake in our Englif Dialect, the onely Fu- 
feſſors, Proteſtant /, Chriſti ans that were upon the face of the earth. 
Now Sts, ye cannot ſaꝝ of this Nation, though the Lord hath been 
abundantly good unto it, above all the Nations in the world; 
O che riches of His goodnels, towards this our Nation | other 
people have received great portions from their God, but ours 
a Benj amines portiany it is double in compatiſon with others, and 
much more, we exceed them all; and yet, as we were faying; 
you cannot fay of this Nation; This and non other, thw wu Ct 
Church and none other, this is the anely Gofetmiof the rid ( we 
dare not for our lives extenuate Gods eto this our Na- 
tion, in compariſos it is) yet not the the world, 
and all the world beſide darłneſſe. This Nation i) A Fleece wet- a 
ted wich the dew from beaven, aboundamtly wetted, yet 
onely Fleece; Grecia ſprinkling too, %.hath\™ Zea/y, ' 
Spaine , thoſe dry, and withered places. upper and 
lower,and France allo; Allahe Pſeſſanra Clri- 
ate not impaled within Nation opel? are un o- 
cher places alfo, for haying the wurd of God, what; uld hin- 
der, why they mould ht. G hoff, towel as we? 
Heare Peter opening his per- 10.3. 35. 


ceive that no reſdacten of hut in ver be 
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ments unto Iſracl What? and to none beſides? To none 


(329 
ly Church , but here fome , and there ſome; & Out of every kine 
red, and tongues, And people, and Nation, are redeemed to Ged by 


the blood of His deare Son. That holy and learned Man {peakes 
the very fame thing, in theſe words; jeſus Chriſt being aſcend- 


ed, and having broken-down the partition wal, tooke away 
* ai] Diſtinction of Few and Gentile, C ircumciſion and uncircum 
** cifion, having died not onely for that Nation of the ces ( for 
the Remnant of them according to the Election of Grace, 
Rom: 11 ) But that He might gat her together in one the children 
“of God, that were ſcattered abroad, Joh. I 1. 5 2. Whence the lan- 
s guage, and expreſſions of the Scripture, as to the people of God, 
are changed, and inftead of Padabh and Iſrael they are expreſſed 
*« by the world , Joh. 3. 16. The ele world, 1 Joh. 2. 7, 2. 
and, all Men, 1 Tim. 2. 4. 6. in oppoſition to the ce oneiy, 
** fome of all forts being now taker- into Grace and favour with 
God; The Benefits of the Death of Chrift being now no more 
to be confined to one Nation, but promiſcuouſly to be imparted 
to the children, that were ſcattered abroad throughout the world 
in every kindred, tongue, and Nation under heaven. This ts our 
fecond , we proceed to our third Reaſon 
Look we to what Nation onely the Lord God fends His word, 
that Nation onely is the Church, and none other in the world, 
But He fent His Prophets with His Word onely to the Jewes, 
and while He did fo, that was the onely National! Church: 
Breifly to {peake of this: before Chirifts coming in the flefh, The 
Jewes were the onely Church, for they onely had the Word; 
He foeweth His werd unto Facob; His Statutes and Hu p 


fides, “ He hath not dealt fo with any Ni, (not fo clearely may 
fome fay, not ſo plentifully, nay faith the Pfaim ft ) As for “His 
Judgements in His Word, and Statutes hey not kyiovine 
em; Thus before Chrifty coming ‘none in all the world, 4 
Church but they, the Garden of the Lord; and all the edith a 
wilderneffe beſides; “Then ib is by the word of the Lord ( make we 
much of it) a wildérndffe beromes an Eden, the parched 
e it in paſſage) Aſter Chriſts coming in the fleſn; the Goſpell 
muſt be firſt preached unto them; the Baptiſt ſent to 
em; 


? 
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them f He, Our Bleſſed Saviour Himſelfe exerciſed His Miniftery Rom. tg. &. 
onely amongſt them; therefore called a AMiniſter of the Circum- 
cifion ; and He ſhewes, as it were His Commiflion,that it reached 
not to the Gewtiles then, when a poore woman came to receive Mth. ü 5. 14. 
merci¢ from Him, Woman, ſaid He, (but he would not have her 

put off ſo) I am not ſent but to the loft fheep of the boufe of 

and you know how He ſtartled the poore ſoule ( that fhe might 

turne-in upon her felfe, and know her ſelfe) He would have made 

her beleeve He had not fo much as“ umb for her, but fhe 

would not beleéve Him there, which argued her faith , She hoped 

fhe fhould have the priviledge of a dog ; though the Children had 

the “‘Joaves, fitting at the Table, yet the fhould have the “Crumbs 
nu the dogs have, which fall from thence (the leaſt mercy is of no 

little account with an humble ſoule) But chis is that we are to 

proove, That the Lord Chriſt in perfon, Miniſtred onely to the 

Jewes ; fo did the Apoftles too, at their firſt fending forth, they 

muft preach to none but to the Jewes,not to thoſe mungrell-peo- 

ple the Samarit aner, Of whom you reade 2 Kings 17. Goe mot Math. 15. f. 

** unto the way of the “© Gentiles, and into any (itty of the Samari- 

* vanes enter ye not; fo they were charged of chew Lord; Aye and 

after His Aſcenſion, when their Commiſſion was enlarged ; 

“ Preach the Gofpel to every Creature, carry it forth into all the wah. 2. t. 

world, unto all the Nations there, yet their Charge was, Begin Maske 16. 
Von at Fernfalem : There all the Apoſtles exerciſed their Miniſtery . 445 


firſt, and there they ſtayed longeſt, till they were, as we may ſay, 
fired aut thence. And were ſcattered upon Rom. 15. 14. 
that perſecution, yet, where ever, they came they went to EI, 
the — gue Art preaching the rd to none, bat to 
them onely. And we thinke we could almoſt point to the laſt Ser- 
mon was preached them, where you find them conpraditting A&s 13. 4, 
and blaſphemiug; Nay, faith Paul, if you goe thitherto, we'le be 46. 21.21. 
gone ; you had the firſt offen made to you of agloriouspearle, 

feeing you deale fo ſwiniſnly wich it, we muſt depart and car- 
ry away the parle with us, to thofe-that ſhall accept ofit fo 
while they were breathing forth! Gomtradiftions, and Blafphe- 
mies, their Church Expired from that day forward,they fhall be 
a — no more, till the times of 
the “* prefence of the Lor ing co the p 


— 
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* 
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was granted, a Church we are. 


nom, Repent and be baptized every one of you: P.M 


‘to Him, and into His 
‘plaine ) and to hearken dil igently ta what they fay , who, 


G 


C 24 ) 
with His faithfull Friends, Abraham, Ifnac, and fo 
ended that Church, no Church now: ed hath the Lord dealt 
thus with our Nation onely? Hath He fent His Prophets Onely 
to us ? to fom, plant, water, and gather ns, and none ot her in all the 
world ? Common experience {peaks contrary to this, Italy hath 
had her Prophets, famous in their generations; So hath Spain 
had , France, and Germany, ſome Centuries of them; Therefore 
this our Nation is not, as the Jewes were a Church, though as 


Our fourth Reafon is, becaufe we finde that ohe the Baptif 
rejects this notion of a Nationall Church, dealing with the Phe 
vifees, and Sadduces about Baptiſme, who 05 et, to our feeming, 
it have pleaded the priviledge of their Church for Baptifine 
as mai could once for Circumeifion, or we now for Baptifme ; 
Yet we fee ohn refufeth them, as if there was no account to be 
made of their Church. priviledge as to that matter. And the 
Apoſtle Peter deales with thoſe in the ſecond of the At. upon 
another ſcote, (if we underſtand him) paſſing over their Church- 
r Repent and be baptized every one of you. Asif he had 
It availeth you nothing now, that ye are fewes, but are ye 


mew creatures Nor that ye are, in Reference to other Nations, 


as Gods firft-borne, but are ye, new borne ? have ye repentéd’? 
are ye Beleevers > are ye Jewes inwardly ? This onel TT 


Thefe are the Reafons, which we conteiVe the Holy Sceipcoes 


hold · out before us, for the clearing the firſt grand Euquiry, in 


Reference to 4 Nationall Church, as the Notion thereof is gene 
rally. and univerfally conceived, That the Reader, we meane him, 
who is as ſimple and weak in knowledge as our felves,may make 
ſome i ee of what has deen faid, we take leave nom 
at whereas we jaltty Ti 

doth, Of omr ignorance in the ton gur, and other good learning ; yet 
the Lord, for which we bleſſe Him, hath given us to look-up um 
(herein all chat is Maine, u 


t of God, We fay, and seach rightly, even the 


r which T imfom hath don ; for though 


7 
4 


€ 35) 
doth Complaine as aforefaid: (and there is more cauſe for bis 
comolaint, than he hath a Diicerning off) and feareth rhe Truth 
will be prejudiced through his inabilities,as doubtleffe it is if poſſi- 
ble fo to be; yet he goes- on as one de wit bout feare; fighting 
with his fhadow , and litt le leſs than raging againſt his good Ma- 
fters and Teachers, and is confident, that hat ſoever they fay, 


and how grounded · ſoever in the Word of God, it appeares to be, 
to them that are taught of God; yet they fay falſe things, and 
he the truth; fo confident is he, as men of his learning uſe to be. 
well, we ſee what need we have continually to look up to God, 
and into His Scriptures, and to hearken to thofe,whom God hath 
called and choſen, and made faithfull. We will conclude this firtt 
le: Tie meck wil He guide in judgement : and the meck will He 
teach His way. 
Secondly , And fo to make the grand w/e of this firſt enquiry, 
f che Reader be otherwife perſwaded and that we have not ſpo- 
ken right in this matter, nor are our Rea ſons prevailing with him, 
to make him beleeve as we doe. Yet he may conſider, That as 
we have beleeved, fo we havé ſpoken. And that neither he nor 
we ſhould be at any loſſe, ſo be we are earneſt with the Lord to 
teach us the grand uſe of all this; That we truſt not in a thing 
of naught; Not in outward priviledges, how glorious ſoe ver, 
herein we doe abound, as that Mother. Churck did, and have 
at this day the Advantage, precedence, and excellency above 


“other people. But let this be confidered by us, what /pirirwall © 


advantage or inward Grace we have through Grace, gained there- 
by. O that we could remember and forget not, what made thofe 
people, of all people the moſt hated:moh forfaken,as at this day ; 
and hath brought wrath upon them to the reit. This was the 
condemnation, that light came into the world, &c. Fob, 3. 19. and 
they hated it, dealt diſpightfully with it, put it far away, as every 
obſtinate and unbeleeving finner doth at this day. Priviledges 
“ of Nature or of Grace commends us not to God, if there be 
not, through Him a bleſſed and gracious improvement mide of 
them. It is not any gift without us, but fomething of peculiar 
Grace wrought within us, that can evidence the favour of God 
“ towards us. We will Conclude with Davids prayer; Remember 
we, O Lord, with she favour thon beareft unto T hy people. O, vifit 
me 


Pfal. 107. 4. 


— 


( 26) 
me with thy ſalvation. Common mercy, love and favour will not 


content a David ; notevery mercy, butthe mercy of Gods owne 


people, Not the love He beſtowes upon the world, or National 
Church there, but the ove He beſtowes upon His people and fa. 
vourites. Not every favour (though very thankfull for any the 
very leaſt) but ſpeciall and peculiar favour. Not every gift, but 
that good and perfect gift, It is the belt mercy, that contents the 


peſt hearts faith worthy Mt AMantos. Not that they were borne 


Pial.t19-1 32. 


ina Church and baptized there; This, and no more makes but a 
wofull difference betwixt them and the moft favage and wild 
Barbarians, the Aden of Meſech and Kedar : But that they were 
borne againe and baptized with fire and rhe Holy Ghoft. Look Thos 


upon Me, and be merciful unto me, at Thou uſeſt to doe unto thoſe, 


aureum Decus 
eft, quo fe 
ficut fues cum 
nament? eſſe 
videanur. Sal: 
lib. 4. @ 


that love thy Name. Amen. 


— 


On AP. IV. 


Us it may be ſaid here, we have fpoken very con · 
* of the Church, as if, to allude to that ex- 


preſſion, it had not been anneinted with cle. To 
this we rep 


ly. | 
Confefiing the thing Nn; That indeed we have ſpołen con- 
temptihly of it, as we may doe of that, which being but à bate 


name, is Noshing in Gods account, or in the account of the God- 


ly. A bare Name of a Church is like a Chriſtian in Name onely, 
but a ſwine in deed: for a Chriſtian Name without a Chriſtian- 
life is but like a ce i of gold in a [wines {nout , as Salvian hath it 
from Prov. 11. 22. And truely therefore have we {p >ken ſo con. 
temptibly of it becauſe you have ſpoken fo favourably of it, and 
have put fo much honour upon it. Whereas we beleeve, that they, 
who have a more difceraing eye than we have, are fo far from 
ſeeing any glory in it, that they fee not the leaſt Grace in it at all 


And why ſhould not that be contemptible with Gods people, 


which hath not fo much as the fhew of Grace in it; yea, which is, 


ot che moſt and bulkie part of it, an enemie to the meanes of com 


veying Grace unto it; And continuing as it doth , glorying 194 


bare Name, can find no grace with our Lord. In the next place. 


| 
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Secondly , We proſeſſe heartily had we firength of Arme for 
it ( and that we have from God, by His helpe we will put out) 
we would daſh this Notion of a Nationall Church, as your Diſ- 
ciples dreame of it, like a Babylonian Brat againſt the ſtones ; 
We would ſtrike it but once, and downe at one blow , fo as there 
ſnould not need a ſecond. So, Sto, You fee our will is more than 
our ſtrength, but God accepteth the will for the deed; Yet be it 
knowne unto you, we are not carried out againſt your Church 
with this indignation, but as we conceive, upon very juſt Rea- 
fons, We will give them out co you in Order, and abridge them 
wien we have don, 

Firlt , Becauſe this Notion, That all this Nation is a Church, 
as the Jewes were, is, as ye have laid it, the foundation whereup- 
on all chat ſuperſtructure ſtands, which, if a fox gocup will e 


downe ; It is the very “* ſubſtratum the under-bearer, which bear- 


eth up che people, the members thereof, as high as heaven in a 
confident aſſurance, that how ever they live on earth, yet they 
ſnall have admittance to heaven hen they dye; For the Lord 
God will not refufe any the Charch-members, {pecially thoſe, 
that have eate and drunke at His Table. So confident are they, 
_ glorving as much in this, The“ Church, The (burch are we, 
as they of old in their Church, or the Temple, which was all one. 


“The Temple of the Lord, The Temple of the Lord; The Lurd — 


“God gave the eme, as one faith, 4 Temple to worſbip Him in, Mt. Cal. 


“and many of them irc hie the Temple; they live under glori- Job 8.15.97. 


ous meanes ( though few ſheake much of that, and they chat doe, 
enquire not what iaward grace they have by thoſe outward 
meanes) And upon this and that they beare up themſelves as 


high as heaven ; And, if they bethinke not themſelves betimes, 1h 17, ui 


ſnall be throwne downe as low as hell; for che lower their fall mutt 
be, the higher built they were in their ungrounded hope, and 
mine confidence; from which they muſt goe forth, as was faid, 
vitb their hands upon their bends, There is a company of poore 
‘wretches, that reft in their Bapes ine, being prophane and vile 
v perſons, they were borne and baptized in a Church; and we 


1 


shi mor w 


rm 
* 


come to Charch, but chey ſorget that this is an obligation on 


“chem to be good 
to renguage che fins they live in, elſe they renounce their Bap- 


tiſme, faith worthy Mr Burgeſſe. But 


no excuſe for them to be evill It tyeth them 


1 | 


1 


1 — = > = 
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The Chorchis 


a .choyce peo- 
picked- ou: 
and paled · up 
from thoſe 
hom the A- 
poſtle placeth 
without. But 
there is yet a 
more choice and 
peculiar peo- 
ple, Cr. Cl 
Alex. Stro li.. 


38 ) 

But is not there reafon from hence to be carried. out with in. 
dignation againſt that Notion of a National! Church ‘eee fo 
pleaſing and complying with our deceitfull hearts) becauſe it 
mikes men ſo confident, that all is well with them, when indeed 
it is as ill wich them, as {in and the Devill can make it. And 

Secondly, It is the very ſubſtratum whereon beareth all your 
practiſes; Which we had almoft called, abominations feene with 
the eye, and heard with the eare in Gods houfe ; Your preaching, — 
in part, beares much upon it, fo doch your praying; Theſe more 
than leane that way, and then your admittance to Church - ad- 
miniſtrations, all this beares wholly upon it, take away this“ A- 
derbearer, and all falls like an old building in a great tempeſt, to 
ruines ; why ſhould not we be carried-out with indignation a 
gainſt this ? Is it nothing to fee and heare theſe abhominations in 
Gods houſe; and the people all over the Nation quite undone, 
and deſtroyed by it, by drinking: in this Notion, That the whole 
Nation us 4 Church, and fo are they bolyy all and everyone. Si 
natura nt gat facit indig nt io, if nature helped not here; Yet the 
injury that is done hereby to the? Lord, and rhrone of His Holi- 
wefje, together with the wrong that is done to pretious ſoules, 
would compell us to be carried forth in an indignation in thele 
matters. And 


Thirdly , Becaufe you make no difference here (for if any you 


made. you would make it, at the places where thoſe ſacred things 


are adminiftred ): all Judea was the Lords vineyard ; Yet had 
the Lord a vineyard in a vineyard ; a vineyard of red wine, a pe- 
ple that brought forth choice fruite amidſt that vineyard that 
brought forth wild grapes. But how harth doth this found in the 
eates of the men of this Notin; That God bath a Church ina 
“ Church, or, à Church muft be gathered out of a Church; Mini- 
flers and people of that way cannot endure to heare that; It calt- 
eth a reproach upon the“ Church, fay they; Garber a Church 
ont of a ¶ burch ! It is as if we fhould fay, they are “ no Church, 

Ho unreafonable a Charge is this? as if becauſe we fay, asthe 
Lord faith, He had a wineyard of red wine in Iſraelli land, there 
fore J/racls land was not His vineyard. The Lord God hath 4 
Church in a Church, a peculiar people there, therefore this Na- 
don is not a Church. A Chutch it is, ſuch as it is, as the littſe 


1 


* 
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world in England; but we w unto that Clutch, every one of 


them a Member-thereof, if they be not by the“ u amd Spirit 
thered o- of that Church the world, and made Members 0 
true Church as choice in Gods account às was that vineyard 
of red wine; That there is no difference made here is another rea- 
ſen wly we are carried out with indignat: on againſt it. And 
Fourthly, Becauſe it is an high provocation to our Lord Je- 
fas Chriſt, the Head of the Church, and the Saviour of the Body 
(as like the Head as any Body can be) which they who hold hi- 
therto, That the Nation it Church: doe what they can to make 
it a monſt rous body; like that Image in Daniel was ſpoken off, or 
like chofe “* Loeufts you read off, that had apes like horſes (ex- 
cellent Fennors compatifon ) head as it were liłę rownes of gold, 
their faces like the face of aman, and had baire like women, and 
teeth Lyons, and tailes bike Stor pions ; This is a Minſter and 
not a fimple body; ſuch a Body, men of this way and Notion 
would make the Body of Chriſt; an Infidel for one Member; a 
drunkard for another q a covetous perſon, a derider of Chriſt and 
his words for another; a perſecuter of Holines for another or to 
tate that worthy mans words; a Mocker for one Member, an 
“Ignorant for for another; a covetous worldling for another, 
“ Suppofe we fhould fee a Child borne into the world, that had 
the eye of a borfe, the leg of a dog, the paw of a Beate; would 
not this be a mournfull fight, {pecially to the parents to fee 
ſuch a monſt rous body; yet ſuch members asthefe we might fee 
communicating at the Lords Table by the allowance of the Mini - 


ſters of this way and judgement, there pertaking with the godly,’ 


. fany (ach dare be there, of one ““ bread, and drinking into one Spi- 
rit, as che worthy receivers doe: for there you have Beleevers' 


without faith, Diſaiplef that never heard Chrift, nor ever learnt’. 


of Him, and Saints without Holinet. Who dares judge fo? we 
dare. Yet we dare not ſor a world 9 judgement . for we 
are aſſured from the word of out é „that they are Beleevers' 
without faith, that is Nominall Beleevers; and fuch Diſcipler alto, 
and Saints, that can give no other evidence of their faith, and 
int ip, but that they were borne and Baptized in a Church. 
ow where is the man that finds the love of Chriſt conftraining 
Hun, and is not carried out with indignation againſt thar, which 
| La } 


— 4 * | 
— 


(40 
is ſuch an high provocation to our Lord Jefus Chriſt, the Head of 
the Chyred, and the Saviour of the body ? 15 
And fiftly , Becauſe The glerious appointment of Cad for cons 
ver ſion, the bringing Chriſt and the foule together, preachi 
of Chriſ crucifyed, is contemned, reproached, if not abhorred by 
all thoſe that are admitted to partake of Church-Adminiſtrati- 
ons upon this account onely, . they were borne and baptized ina 
Charch, and fo by birth privile ige (that is all they can plead ) 
they are inſtated in, and poſſeſſed of thoſe Gofpel- Adminiltrati- 
ons theſe all are Enemies to the (roffe of Chriſ, they will hearken 
to no call from the Ruler to faſt and pray, or they regard it not; 


They are indeed above the Ordinance of preaching, as to any uſe 


they make of it (the godiy are above it and the m, as to any truſt 
in * It is but for Cuftome or Conſcience fake, that theſe 
come to heare the Word, and they heare, as if they heard not, 
for they beleeve not, nor can they obey. O the dreadfull hard- 
neſſe that is clapt upon the heart bysrejecting of Chrift in the 
Miniſtery of His Word, and the receiving of Him, as is the con- 
ceit,in the Miniltery of the Sacraments! Thefe which follow are 


Aden{atia. 


for them) this fhould be it, Let them goe to heare the mordof 
* falvation, and when they have heard it, let them rejett it, caſling 
it behind their backe ; and then haſten to the Lords Tahle; aud fo 
they foall feale the Stone upon their grave, and write damnation 
in great Characters upon their fore-heads. If our experience 
makes not this out to us, then it is to be doubted we can make 
no obſervation by our eye or eare; Looke about you and obſerwe 
men in their wor kes denying God, being abominable aud diſoledi- 
ent, and unto every good work reprobate ; nor ceaſing here, but per- 
ſecuting the Gofpell, and all true Goſpellers, and then make yout 
inquiry, and you will find theſe had and ftill bave free adusi fiom 
to the Lords Tue; at which place Satan filled their hearts, 
for he is Stan ſtill and his manner is the fame, as once it was 


We proceed to make-out this obſervation, and take leave to fer 
downe yours, or your complaint rather, which is this, as is told, 


to Our cares, where-ever we come; we will tell 


you it as neare a 


we can in your owne words; we meane W 


Luther words; “If I would call for a curſe upon mine enemies 
* 1 God forbid I ſhould doe, being commanded to pray 


‘ 
* 
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Kull the godly Minifters of your way all over the Nation, ifany 


loch can walke inffour way after ſuch diſcoveries made by the 
Warned and wile of the iniquitie of the fame. 
We labour in vaine, our ſtrength is {pent for naught, we 
plough upon the tockes, Frange mi/er calamis, We will leave 
“off we will ſpeake no more unto them in the name of the Lord. 
“Ashe was bid goe to his Cell, fo we to our Cloſet, and not trou- 


“ble our ſelves longer, ‘with this /ron-mecke and brow of braſſe: 


The are burnt In a word, we ſer none gathered to the 
“This is a fad and a grievous cafe, and ye fhould be as much per- 
flexed in it, as that good woman was in her caſe; fit be fa, 
“why am I thus ? and fhe went to enquire of the Lord. And if you 
fo doe, enquire of the Lord, we ate verily perfwaded (we hum- 
biy crave leave to tell our perfwafion ) His Anfwer would be, 
That ye “* fought Him not after the due order, nor have you done 
*in His boul of a long time in /wch fort, as it was written : 
Hue ſeeme bold herein, it is for the Lord; and for you all, the 
Lord knowes, that your labour may be accepted of the Lord, and 
ofthe Saints , put it then to the Queftion We doe befeech you, 


“Tpit not in your thoughts and purpofe of your bearts, “To gather 
— Aptople to the Church in ſome other way, or by other meanes, 
than which are of Gods appointment ? as by Infant Baprifmme; — 


and by free ami ſſton to the Lords Table ? To fj our mind in 
a word to Infant Baptiſme; 
We thinke your good Brother in his late booke for the #/ 
thereof, gives too much to it, to fay che leaft, more than he doth 
to the Preaching of the Gojpell; We will adde two lines more to 
thofe we ſet downe in our firſt Treatife ; Tu /eal Infant’ mem: 
“ bers by Baprifme,comducerh much to the enlargement of the bounds 
* of the Church vifible. And this he makes good by, as we fay, 
a probatum eft, common experienceaflureth ĩit, That rhe [pread- 
ing of this leaven ( he meanes waces@Baptifme, we thinke ) “* over 
the whole Nation hath made them Cbriftians , it is our addition, 
but it muſt behis meaning ſure To tis we onety fay here ( we 
fhail fay more anone after } that he gives more to Infant ö 1 
tiſme than he hach warrant from ins God to doe hegives it 
Precedencie, and us upper band of che 


. 


— 
” 


for, houigh be ſaith in the words before, ir doth * 

the ofthe pags, and top of che folloging, the R 

may oblerve him fay:ng more , and giving that to a 

The bord which de give to Goſpell toe power and wifdouse of God 

the ontlyinfticated meanes to im mortalitie ai 

eth all His fe unte in the fowle: Nor can we find out by ſearch inte 

gracet, all His che booke of God that Jnfant Baprifme availech any whit af 

or is any way conduceing to the of the bound of 

dc by che the Chugch vifible, where. the Gofpely that ftrong Arme of f 
word of His Lord, hath not made Way firff into rhe hearts of the parenta, nd 

weer, M. J. Here give us leave to give our experience, as that worthy 

* en hath giyen in his. becauſe we cannot tell, nor, perhaps he 

a neither, what is done among the Indians in America by ſpread- 

ing the Teaven of Iaſant Baptiſine there [ we heare, 

God, what is done, by ſpreading the Jeaven of the Gofpellbheré 

+ Wewil make our obfervation neerer home (as be, and youmay 

doe, what is done among your owne peopſe by Infant Bapti/me, 

— the bounds of the Church hath been 2 

foreading that leave over them? ) An no our ob 

That wWberens That /eaven of Infant Baprifme hath — 

been {pread over all amor . 

at this day (I not the verieſt varlet.in 

rif, but as he hath. — danemata may his Infant 

now ) And hach this conduced at all to the ol the 

—— of the Church vifible ? our obſervation tells us, it ha 

conduced-wothing a, But this we doe obſerve, It hath oondu - 

ced very much to the nt of the bounds of the Adaligy 

for if there be generally a. more brutifhipeoplewm 

part, or nooke of tbis Nation, more defperately — 

thes Cbriſt, and HisGofpedl, and true 

their funes like Sodome, and wallowing in all the pollussons of 

world, like. [wine and rending, the reproovers in she: 

Then we can neither with 

Hence we conclade That this 

condueeth not to the 

1 oF Church viſibie, where the Golpeli hath not 

nude Way to the bearts of the parents firſl. That being the 


/ 


„ 
bt a clofe to this, we are more than Jealous over you, Ye 
2 too much to Infant Baptiſme; “A thinke di gather 4 
Ghureh in that way, and by that meanes, which God hath not 
appoitred: Ve are reſolved. we Nope, Thar His goth 4. 
v irh His inf Manage chen your mattert, as in the 
firength ot God youmay, accordi ng to due order, Di ciple the Pa- 
yours firft, and then Bapt ia their Infants. This is the way of 
Lords præſeribing, walke ybu in it, and you may expect à Blet- 
lia upon it; but if you will goe-your owne way, It ic more than 
ble ye ſhall not attaine Gods end. Th ftuling of the Co- 
unt to men, before they underſtand it, and take bold of it, is the 
“common cut - throat of foules in our Pariſbes, faith worthy Mr 
r. To this we would adde, the obſervatiom of thoſe whom 
dhe Lord in ſtrutled to diſeretion, teaching them things 
beef! for them to know , which is this; Ye put fo much upon 
Hapriſme, That the people looke after nothing etfe for their Chi- 
dren ( all meanes to gt nowledge being hatefull to them) nor 
ſeel they after anything elf@ifor themſelves, ſave the Lords Sup- 
while they contemuse and defpife the Glorious Gofpel, and 
would drive it, as they, more ſwimiſui than their ſwine, drove the 
Lord Chriſt out of their Coaſf. Give them that old Hie ory for 
and the Sacraments for their Infants, and themſelves 
(u ignorant though they are, and are refolved ſo to be, What 
theſe ᷣꝑnĩſis and hold out hefbre them as /nfasts of Dayes axe, 
give them theſe thing) and take the who will, for 
them. Aud indeed it muſt 3 8 can a — any 
glory in that glorious appointment of God to convey ſalvation 
tothe — of Mien who ſee ſo much in bare outward thing: 
that che therein? They cannot lamemt after that one 4 
‘heedfull, io can feed upon huhn ſuch drie things. Ir was 
obſerved when time was, That thoſe eyes which wept for Tam- 
were contrary to the ordinunte, 2 (hun. 35. 25. dryfoc 
But, Sto, we ye could put this to your hearts, We- 
ther it be not a fia: horrid and hainous in a Minifter of the Go- 


ſpel. by giving fo much to a Sactamentyas to be an occafon to 
“the giving fo little to the Goſpel of falvation, that it is 
nothing at all ſo contemned a thing it is, and defpifed by chem. 


We come nom to the other Sacrament, and ire how juſt 
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. than nowadays. 


as 


thall be prevailing 


(and? 
nee fener mer 
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We beleeve you, and beleeve you can blame 
your felves about it; Enquire — you, doe ye fandiip 
Gods Comn/ell ? doe you can/e te people to heare His words , ast 
thoſe adminiftrations > doe ye walkein Hisway ? Doeyeulethe 
Diſcipling examining at point. 
before ye admit them to communion at the Lords Table? Al this 
your Lord tells you muſt be done, when you attaine H:s end und, 
profit Has people. Ye muſt obferve the Charge of the Lord, I 
enpect the Biefling of the Lord. Ve muſt fee to it with ali vb 
eyes, which ſurely ye have not done, leaſt) e per vert His Hayn, 
facred.as were thoſe bounds He fer to the Mount. To fpeake 
in a word. Neuer fewer gathered tothe Church fay you Becauſe 
garbered firſt to the Lords Table, befarg ye-bad\gachered thet by 
the Gofpel, fay we; — 
Lord, whether theſe things are not auen cha ? Your 
h you, ye doe not ſhut your eyes againſt — 
lan Gd farts your eyes judicially and blind you and yout 
they 
Ad, 28. 7. For chis God cloſed them that they could ngt (te); 
We Provoke the Lord fearfully when He thus judicialy mee 
spies us in terrible wrath, and fo fiery an 
niſters that ca ſaꝝ 
a found heart; 709 travaile is birth ag aine untill Cbriſt (faith 
in Him, the — 
feulcs, theſe can ſay with the fame cleatneſſe 
endeavour, N hey would not decline one haires bredth fromehe 


were preſcribed them of God. And this muſt be your care 408 
vour alfo , when the word of your God, bythe Being 


— he * Covemant. ace 
them the thereof , thele 
rer > as fig > 
| 


be fpoken to the fifrh particular what raifeth our ſpi- 
ius with an holy indignation againtt this free Adwsiffion tothe fea- 
ding ordinances upon this ſcore. and account onely, are all 
lum and baptized in Chuteh, and fo bave right to all Church- 
Whepcest is that the preaching of Chriſt, the 
Word of His Grace is wery “‘ foolifones, yea a“ reproach to thg/t 
Beletvers, Difciples, and Saints; but let this be added to that 
which went before, and pondered upon, The bread and wine re- 
gemed'at the Lords Table, thall be as chat water @f jealonfie was 
ie perfon, and much more deadly, to all thofe, chat 
geet the Lord Chriſt in the Miniſtery ofthe Goſpell. 
Sixthly , We cannot but be jealous for our Lord in theſe mat · 
i) ſeeing His houfe as much, or more prophaned now ia 
higcleare light, and Sun- ſhine of the Goſpell, than one it was 
when they made it 4 den of theeves ; and this by the allowangé of 
Nas Stewards there, as they call themfelves, == 
And fecondly, obſerving all thoſe Miniſters (a fprinkling there 
areof them all over the Nation) that contend againft thefe ab- 
hominations, and will ſo doe till they dye, ftanding alone againft 
the ſnocke of the people, or as a Mari, and “ Hurt whereunto 
bend their tongue to carry levell (their hands being bound) 


they b 
Thty tall be fipheld whom the Lord God upholds, yet as men, 


and ag ſuch men, who aro zealous for their Lord, for His Houſe 
snd for is faithfull Stewunds chere, we cannot, but be croubled 
what we fee, Miniſters themſelves, fume of them, ſtanding at 


chat marke, and grving aime to the peopie to ſhoote- home. It is 
har ſh, fore, and grievous to ſleſn and blood (and the very 

with it) 
and to ficare rhgir 
Minifters heare, 


trembleto doe the worke ofthe Lord or deteit- 
have no faith, 


very 
deft of the Lords Minitters have enough ot it. being 
to ſtand ul one agairiſt the fury of the peo 
ling all the day ong, as certain 


ſully, and will not account thoſe Beleevers, wo 
nor Dijeiples, a ho never heard Cheitt ( chat is, never obeyed the 
Goſpell;) nor who perferute bolineſſe. You may rem 


Numb.s. 27. 


der perhaps whofe prayer iC was; 

e, have added much poyfon 


26, 
27,1 30 314. 
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iat a Godiy Min. ſter may live quietly enough wich fis 
ple, had he more rhb Her and not ia whit eſſe of she Dope; 


Godiy Miniftermay, through want of true wiſdome and found 


up to the Trurb, as it 1 in eſiu, fhall, by Sic 


them, eating and drinking it in, when they ate 
kate and drinke with their Minitters good leave at 
ce Lords Table; no ſerpents fo full of deadly poyſon, as are 
thefe perfons ; ; but the faithfall of the Dord cannot be difmaid, 
It is given them now, s once it was, to trtzad ſerpenti 
and all che ™ “file and nothing 10 


any meanes hurt them. 


We uill take leave to ore is faid 


the mearing is, If be were d ſcreet. he might kee pe himſe lſt ‘ot | 
of trouble = he hiad knowledge with-bis zeale, and both ma. 
ged with wiidome; he live enough, fo woul 

Not in the fife Treatiſeb the 
fecond Chapter and frit ſection toward the end of the fame we 
will adde this. ard give our perſwaſion etein; Thar, chougha 


difcretion, not taking the Hurd of Gad. for the rale and reafon of 
his reale, ftir-ap the people againſt him, yet we beleeve withally 
That the wifeft Minifter in the world, (peaking and walling full: 


people with indignation againſt him. We — for no mans ſeh, 
though for his infirmities, we may. But this we are ſure off, That 


the Lord Chriſt, che wiſdome of His Father; wab taxed for bale, 


things; That He Hirreil up fedssion®, was an enemie to Cafar ; wast) 
a Samaritan, and had Devill, And how villanoufly He was a- 
buſed, who knoweð not, Andy 
Pail as diſtreet aman, "as any living; ; And yer wich all ls diſcre- 
tion (-which apenty, and cutiningly e. 
nough, for we beleeve he had as much of the Serpent as any bes 
fore him, or ever fince ) we were Saying with all bis diſcretion, 
bely guile, and bieffed craft ( for ſo he counted it to fave fonlety, 
and ſometimes to (ave himſelſe) yet could not keep him ſelſe out 
of the hands of the people, or from the Croſſe; It aides 
every were. Indeed it does; 

ollow Gods people where ever — hut fo 
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And new concerning that thefe preceding particulars do make 
wach for our Inſtruct ion poore country people, and a very fimsple 
as we are; we will abridge thofe fix into three, and theſe 
three into a narrow compaſſe: This then we would fay farther, 
That we verily beleeve, (1 )‘* Thereis no Tener fo obſtructive 
“tothe Gofpell of Chriſt, (2) Nor fo deftructive to the foules 
“fof men, (3) nor fo ferviceable to the deſigne of Satan, as is 


“this, That we the whole Nation are, and every pariſb there 1, 


Church, and all the people conſtituring the fame, an holy people; 
for firſt, and to {peak f 

Firlt , what uſe is the Ceſpell to theſe perfons we reckon of the 
Church, but are not ? What? To} ring them. in? they are within 
already; What ? gather a Church out of a Church, what an ab. 
fard and irrational! thing were that? fay all the men of that per- 
{wafion; What ? To confirme them? In what? unle ſſe in their 
moft finfull abominable courfes, much like the Bifhops Contir- 
mation of old. and 
Secondiy, what ſo deſtructive to the fonles of men? how can 
they thinke their ſtate bad, when their Minifter thinks it fo good, 
that they are worthy to be admitted to eate with Children at 
their Lords Table. | 

Thirdly , what fo ferviceable to the defigne of Satan; give 
wicked men the bread and wine, you fhall prefently know whofe 
fervants they are, his, whofe /ujts they obey, like gyants in fin- 
ning, as was faid they will run their coarfe ; all that behold them, 
ſhall lee them doing what they /¢e, their fathers dee, very Epi- 
cures in ſinning, for they feaſ upon fin ever fince they fraſted at 
the Lords. Table, giving themfelves over unto lafcivion{neffe, to 
worke all auc leanueſſe with greedineffe. 

It may be faid here alſo, that we have made as light an ace 
“count of your Beleevers, Di/ciples, and Saints, as we have done 
“ ofthe Church into which they were baptized, for we have 
put, if not fome feorne upon them all along, yet we have but 
“ flighted s if there were no regard to be made of them; 
Very likely, and why ſhould we not flight them, who flighe the 
Lord Chrift and ſalvation by Him? And yet we fhall cleare our 
felves by and by, That we have not a light account of any mans 
perfon in the world, auch lefle of hi foule, which is the 
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„ having ooshing 40 her for 

thearSaimthip bring baptised 


baptised ina 
We haves ver light account af this 

las; Having our warrant to thinks and 
fat 


is erer 
wel, 3. 17. kpowes.sope cates | 
~ fpeakes what is moft contrary to that, which is achleam 
hat the word faith , | 
kemporalls, fo in ) “ “hath nothing, faith 


than bach an Inde nor is it polGible be 


“bearing and heare be will not: For, Ne 


id, we of pane. | 


the cane 2 1 they were 
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ts try it the Seripeur, 


Breat of God whereby to pretious') 
Ad fhould we accugnethereany beter 


Dogs, Who turne againe, ard rent the Difpenfersofthat 

Peafſe ? Have we not Warrant from the Lord Himfelfeto calf 
? or are not footed beafts infinitely worſe tha mach 

inthe bape if te the por aU beafts, we 

that was no better, r /érvant Ne Bue they ; 13. 
gre us pretiqus ig sbeir Lords eyes, ‘as ‘they are vile ig their 

Nang, is they could when; 
iin chem, confideted ff (rest David, 

of bigiletfe: whofe place is the Dig, Sam. 5 

in the dit ar low tite oF 

10 


awe att re thin and | 4 


if bee ‘Ot 


wol dnworthy” which 
Ma 


* 
3 
* 
4 4 * > ** 


(30 
ple, yet the very beſt of them have ſome what of the Beat in 
them, which gur acknowledgeth heartily, Prov. 30. 2. And 
David chargeth himſeiſe for one “ finfudl a , much more then 
is it true of a infull State; So foolifo was I and ignorant 
al. 73. 23 , Behemoth, 4 great Beaſt before Tbee: we have not un- 
dervalued your B. leev and Saints by your calling, or whom. 
you call fuch, whom we call Beaſts, being enemies to the Criſſe of 
Chrift, and to the word cf hearing, whereby, as an Inſtrument 
Job it. 1. in the Spirits hand, we a e made Beleevers, or“ borne mem* > 
Kead Jun up Nor can give any further reaſon of their faith and Saintthip , bre 
oa ih piace chat they were borne and baptized in a Church; Theſe onely nd 
by Scripture allowarce have, and {till doe call and account Beafte,, 
and doe pray as they ſhould, and you for them, That God would. 
© manifeft it unto them. Till this be theſe are, as you and we all 
Eph, 12. were anreafoneble and wicked, for we were wirheue* faith, ard 
a Thel 3. 2. then without Chrift, and fo as followeth, wholy wanting in that 
may be called, we think, the Reaſon of the ſoule. ais 
And truely, Sir, ifthis plaine Englith offendeth, we chink itis, 
becauſe they are not uſed to it, your felves not {peaking to us in 
the langu ge of the Holy Ghoit, ye doe not fpeake unto hen 
Nominal Beloevers,and Titular Saints, thove waſhed Heathen, 
as the Prophets of old, and Apoſtles aſter them, aad Chriſt hi- 
felfe ſpake unto ſuch men, that had d more to pretend for their 
Saintſhip ( for fo we mult be underſtood) but that they were: 
borne in the wide world. Circwmcifed then, Baptized now into. 
2 Church. Ve may read how theſe were ſpoken to, %. I. 10 
Ames 4. L. Mich. 3. 1, 2, 3. Zeph. 3. 3. Time would faile us. 
This Onely we would adde, That wedwes, lions, foxes, wipers, ſtr- 
pents, do's, /wine, doe but expreſſe the heaftly manners of thoſe 
perfons, that are wafhed onely on the face, but never look after, 
cliane waters, the blood of {prinkling upon the heart; That think it 
enough to have the same of Chriſt put-on them, but mind not 
thie Nature of Chriſt put-within His people; we are perſwaded, 
That fhould you treat upon thoſe Scriptures before cited, or any 
one of them before your people as becometh a man of God, and. 
a Steward in His houſe, you would {peak as hard words, and grie | 
vous to be borne, as we have don, and yet but full up to our fate 


And 


and muri of our doings — But we have don. 
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And tlus be faid in our own Defence, That we have not wron- 
pele theſe Nominall Beleevers, Diſtipler, and Saints: But they 
meane the men of your perſwaſion ard practiſe, don the 
Infinite wrong in accounting them Beleevers , who have 
th; Diſciples, that hate Diſcipline; Saints, that per ſecute 
Holinefle. And upon account of their Infant Baptifme onely, 
admit them to all Gofpell-Communions, not taking any farther 
account of their Faith, but that they doe beleeve, they were borne 
ina Charch, and therein baptized. But now fo long as theſe ſtand 
thus perſu aded in their hearts as to their Sainthbip che Minifters 
of your perſwaſion ſhall make thefe real! Saints, and meet gueſts 
for the Lords Table, when they barr Iron a ute 


77 EE come nom to the fecond grand Exguiry;“Whe- II. 
tber by priviledge of Jufant Baprifmall are to be 

admitted to all Church COmmumons, eo omine, 
* without making fo muchas a proſeſſie on of their 

faith and Repentance? Your Brothers book for 

Baptiſm, gave the occaſionof this, and the followin: 

quiries, wher where. if we underſtand him he faith according to 

noat of chefe words, That faith is not feqtired of Parent, oft 
fring their Children to Baptifme. and themſelves to the Lords 
“Tale no nor fo moch as 40 theres /: for the Parent 
being Baptized. and behavin himfelfe civilly among his Nei 
„bus be claime Baptiſme and admiſſion 
himſelſe to the Lords Table, without making ſo much asa dae 
ſeſſion of his faith. We will ſet done his me 
n ons upon them in paflage ; hired into far- 
ther confideration, bringing them to the /ca/+ or touc hſtone of 
Gods word. — hope he is a man of a choice fpirit, and 
then can be content — — ſpeak, and fer his heart tu it. | 
andif he hath not Neben according co Seripture, be wilt | 
bimſelſe for it ⁊ his ane are 

Principles of Infant Baprifme reach’ me 8 
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fay, The holy Spirit. in Elis Word teacher) 


to looke all perfons asard ininfancie adtmittedto 
ifme, as attuall Church-members, til they doe afterwards 
render them/{elves incapable of that Relation, and are. off ‘by 
“* Charch-Cenfure C to this Church-cenfure we may ſpeake fome- 
thing anone.after | “ This te peaceable Principle 
we are perſwaded that neither Satan himſelfe that 
of all Ri e nor any of his Children, all over the Ne Na- 
tionall Church, will make war with this worthy man, or be adver. 
faries to him, or you, at that point, fo peaceable a principle it is } 
flop the Gap againſt the moft perplexing ueftions concerning 
the admiffion of Members upon profeffion of faith and teptmrance 
hard doth fo, that peaceable principle hath indeed, a notorious ten 
ncie, as to make peace fo to ftop the gap againſt all contradicti- 
ons from ſleſh and blood, that is, from ſenſuall men, not having 
the Spirit : For that all Infants muſt be admitted to Baptiſme; 
And their parents anon after to the Lords Table, without any pro- . 
follows all of Faith and Repentance (which words preſentiy fol. 
chen what place is left or ſitihm te 
fo peaceable a principle d Saran had an hard heart and could 
little reaſon, and would thew little wit, if he ſhould oppoſe liere, 
bad che ſtouteſt Rebells in all his blacke Regimenter cheaugh- 


om Nationall Church. This peaceable principle is 


agreeing with the Principles of Satans k 
nciple I Nature in his Children, 


b. capable of nto 
ach A prefeſſion to on’ 

Church fefowfoip, but they admitted all ther were Baprized 
40 nomine te Church Communion; ſo tha, ſuppeſt rhe 

righe of ujants to Baptiſine ( withome this profeffidn ) we dee, 
tion of Church-memberthip is therein ſuppoſed· 
* né.fo no new one neceſſaty to be enquired after; except 
Lupen (ome enlergent occafion, any perfon fo Baptized become 
to farther: enquiry in reference to admiffion 
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10 ſuſpenſion from Actuall Communion thongh his Churel 
in generall be no way 
Tbere follawes a Refervethey have for themſelves to ſecure 
# againit danger of living in mixed Communions by res ſon of this 
* Charity gee a Caution is put in alſo to ſecure their Church, in 
* cafe the parents of thoſe Children admitted to Baptiſme ſhould 
prove careleſſe of their truſt. To this we may reply ſome- 
thing anon, but firſt 
We would make ſome uſe too, of one of the uſes that worthy 
man makes of Communion drawne from lufant Baptiſme, An 
‘Sule of Charity, faith he, and (burch unity, in the matter of ad- 
“+ miffion of Chureh- members, the want whereof hath been the 
maine occaſion of dividing this unſerable Church, and Nation 
into fo many fractions and faftions, as pull it aſunder peice- 
mea le at this day. abt 15 
This lookes to our feeming, more like a charge than an uſe; 
That they, who cannot admit all unto Church-Communion upon 
account of their Infant Baptiſme, are the maine occafions of theſe 
Diviſions in this Nation; And it is as fore a Charge, we thinke, 
asis M. Bax: in his Epiſtle to the 
and ſome where elle, if not every in bis Polemicall dif 
courfes : or as was Ahab againſt Elizab, and fo it might be re- 
torted by others; but we forbeare: onely the Lord“ looke ah 
it, we will not adde, and “‘ require it, but if ye are miftaken here- 
in, The Lord give you a fight of it, and forit. Iris 
true, which we That of — nlums 
(briftianorunes, the Cement ana & The Sa- 
crament of His body and blood is foe uni- 
en; Vet by mans corruption, it is made the occafion of the greateſt 
contention in the Chriſtian world ; And indeed, we conceive, it 
muſt be fo, for where it doth not ute in the Lordy it wil more 
divide from the Lord, and from. Flas people; as where the word 
doth not qucken it doth kill; hut we leave this charge to Him to 
Whom it is committed, and leaꝝe u Brother to confider of it, 
onely a double uſe we wouldmake of his ſingle ule of Charity, 
and Church unit ic. Firſt co teach us, 
Fut That aicp is not a ſuſfſcient argument of the verity of the 


acifis, and Anabaprifis, — 


1 King. 18. 27 
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ted together like vine branches; “They hall be joyned together in 
) one way with one Confent, but if it be mot ander one head, and that 
| Head be Cbriſs, it istike cliat confent you read of, d. 83. 5. 
Luk, 14. 18. or like Simseons, and Levi's confent, “ brethren in 
iniquity. It is not enough we be all“ with one accurd in one place, 
unleffe we be “one in Chrift ; And that is a Bleſſed union. A great 
deale of union there fhall be under Antichriſt, Revel, 17. 13. 
“* Thefe have one mind an union of perjons , and an union of finnes 
there is among ft them. The Turks have as little diſſention in teli- 
gion as any (not excepting your felves in your Church - Commu- 
nions ) what an union, and harmony among them ! They are all u- 
nited in one, as Beleevers without faith are at the Lords Table. 
The Devill is wife enough to cauſe no diſſention amongt them, 
who fully confent with him; i may that garment have no 
frame, that bath no foape. And may it be remembred here, if pleafe 
you, That Satan ftudies not to make rents, but among Brethren 
of one mind and judgement in the things of Chriſt. And worthy 
T illing haſt his words, of ſweet Memory deferve to be minded by 
you againe which we mentioned before, We verily beleeve, That 
not any one of your Diſciples at large ever turned. Qua ber, though 
a Ranter he may be, and admitted to the Lords Table notwith- 
ſtanding, if he be not /#/pended or excommunicated by ſome o- 
thers, for your Lord, as is ſuggeſted, hath intruſted you with no 
power in that matter; that is, To keep off (Candalous unexcemme- 

nicataa perfons fromthe Lords Table. 

Lain fevs We will fhut-up this uſe wich that you may have read in Ter- 
2244 tullian; Wafps have their honey and the worft Here · 
me “ ticks their Conventicles, which they call Churches, and ſcarcely 
“ fhall you fee a Diſſenting Brother amongſt them, Two pol- 
4 fefled Men joyned together, and no man could part them, A 
fharp Contention hapned between bleſſed Barnaban 
“and rhey departedafunder one from another, Curſed men may 
““ unite, and bleſſed men may ſeperate, and all for the better; 
The onely wife and All- diſpoſing God will have it fo , for the 
good of His Church. We proceed to our fecond ufe (for we ſhall 
hereafier ſpeake to the uſe of Charity: This may teach us nd 
_ Secondly , To beware of pride; and be we clnbad with lun 
mility, that is, de we very humble; pride is that poore , whereoo 


beareth 


! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
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(50 
pearetly chat curſed fruite you ſpeake of: Ic is the great make- 
bare, chinking Our ſelves ſamet hing, when we are nothing: “ onely 
by pride comes contention. That which Turrullus faid to Felix, is 
ttue of bumiliry. “*By thee we enjoy great Duietnes ; but the con- 
trary is true of pride, By thee are made wofull Divifions, miferable 
Aiſtractions, borribleconfufions within Gods houſe, and without, 
moſtly by the pride of the Scewards there. We have done with 

that we thinke to loofe ah expreſſion, and the double uſe we 
would make thereof. In the next place : 

Having given fome Animadyerſions upon his words, and made F. 3. 
a double ule of his ſingle uſe, we will take his words into farther 
conſideration; Thus he ſpeakes; It ſeemes cleare to me, That 
ein the time of the Apoſtles, profeſſion of faith and repentatice 
vas not tequi 


Bleſſed be God; All that, which is mai ne % cleare, and plaine Sm plane 
is the holy Scriptures ; what is nereſſary for us, is manifeft to s: de: 
No darkneſſe in the Sctiptures, wherein it is of everlaſting con- oe Nella 
cernment the foule {Heald Have light: Notwithftanding we mult in ve bo 
grant, That that may be cleare to one godly man, which is darke Cimmeriu,, 
to another, as it was to him alſo, tilt the good Spirit did cleare it Clem: Alex. 
unto him: We fay, to 4 godly man ( for no one wicked man, how Se he Ces 


how great a ſchollar foever underſtands one jot of holy thing) yh 


as an immediate qualification for Church- 


= 


And that may be judged by à godly man to be according to by of Divines — 


Scripture, which, thinks another, is, if not contrary to it, and Ch 1. ec. ). 
cleane befides it. at leaſt finds no footing in it. or proofe from it. 
Thus may it be in things of doubtfull conſtruction, and may ad- 
mit longer time for deliberation. Now whether theſe words be- 
d for the receiving all into Church-fellowfhip upon the 
account of their Infant Baptiſme onely; or pleafe the Reader, 
Whether in primitive times (when the ſtreame of Truth 
“rane and the Profeſſours thereof were as cleare in their 
practiſe, (which may.‘warrant a Miniſters practife now ) any 
perſon was admitted to Church-Communion without making 
“fo much au profeffion of his Faith? This comes now to be 
farther confidered ‘and weighed in the Ballance of ſacred 
Serepuure. This good man of 2 ſpirit, we hope, therefore 
H will 


* 
M- 
¢ 
9. 


1 2. 


Math. 27. 6. 


Maki. 17. 


‘for we fuppofe, as was hinted before; Tis we 


L appeare from the order. of confeflion appointed by : 


b ( 56°) 
will not be offended if we try his words by the touchſtone ot 
Gods word.; he ſaith, It ss, gleare to. him, 99 gforeſaid. But we 
ctave to ace, hath the fared Scripture cleared it urto him d ot 
hach he prayed over what he wrot, as he would have us pray 


before the Apoſtles times. and enquire what was the manner 
the purer che times will be, fo, alfo the practiſes of men in thofe 


times. * ei 
They that were borne members of the Church of Iſnaell, were 
to prefeſſe their faith and obedienee before the Lord, and His peor 


od the every Iſraelite 
bringing 7 was to make confeſſion before 
of the low and peri/bing.¢ father Fact; afhittion 
and God in giving shew shes Aud withall 


of God, ver. 14. And thus doing they.4¢verehed the Lord i 
“ besheir God, and the Lord 


avouched them, to be His people, 
verf. 17, 18. 


The like or greater care was had of the profeſſion and conver. 
ſation of thoſe Profelytes, who were admitted into the Chuich 
of Iſraal. They were ſuch as joyned te the Lord 
Serve Him, to love His Name, to be His fervanrs, keeping His 
Sabbaths, and taking bold of His Covenant, Iſa. 56. 6,7. So much: 
fromthe old Teſtament; And come W W ỹ e 5 

To the New, and we will pot paſſe over 7h Bai, his prace 

is Apoſtoli- 


tiſe though yet his Ex 
ind of Chriſt, lying levell to His u 


call, being full up to the 

id reference to this matter; Indeed this is urged, but we thinke it 
can never be proved, not having the leaſt ſhape of Reaſon, That 
Jabs admitted to Baptiſme all that came, the Scribes and Pha- 
“ rifees, and prophane people, for ſo faith the Scripture ; “ Ther” 
went out te hime Jery/alem, and all Fudea, and all the Region ra 
abet Jordan. So indeed faith the Scripture, bus it faith more than 
0, They were all Baptixed of Hi ferdan offing fas 


— 
— 


C87) 
Baptized, thoſe alt confelfed their ite, and they thiae 
‘would not Were not Baptized; Which is prooved, as we conceive | 
from Ear y. 30. The Pharifees and’ rejected ( diſanul- Gel, 2. 21. 


led, and made fruſtrate 42 theconn/ell of God 
“being not baptized of him it appe 
though, from all thoſe parts 
came to him were baptized, eg Wed al onely, as being touched with 
‘afenfe of fin, tonfilfed their And indeed, wherefore was his 
Baptifme called the Baptifme of Repentance > but becaule he re- 
‘ceived none to Baptiſme, but ſuch as profeſſed their Repen- 


bath jt the leaft probabilitie, or conſiſtencie with rea- 
b, hat he drives them away as {0 waany “ vipers, and yet calls 
‘therm againe, and baptizeth them, as fo many** Doves ? Either be 
ercluded the Sctibes and Phariſees, and prophane people from 
Daptiſme, or elfe (1) he did hon great wrong in calling them 
vipers. What? Baptize a company of vipers ? It cannot be rea- 
fonably imaginetf, (2 ') If he did Baptize them, be rendred him- 
ſelfe more unfaithful! (t6 uſe the. words f chat Excellent, man 
Mr Cotron) i (5008 houle, then were thé Scribes and Pharilees, 
this was a great part of thieit Temple- pollution, I hat they made 
the honſe of God a Theeves ; but if Baptif teceived 
them to Baptiſme, he then made the Church ot boufe of God, as 
Tome doe nd oy, not 8 Ber F tbervei but which is worle, as 
Phatiftes Wert Heretiques in Dotti ſuperſtitious in wor- 
‘notorious Hypocrites’ in their and covetous 
a pd in their converfations If it be not fafe then to fay, 


Vipers. his Bapuime, 
fay he, did admit them ; 
Forint fo ag he had trade the Church of God then, as ye make 
de ndw, OF perl. Well, it ſesmes Eleire to us, chat fobs 
aditiitted gone but he fequited of them 
of their faith: “ahd lin; which 
ohm preſſeth to the like fap 

1 


CO 


ing aman’ Ted 
inferionr in ote that nc nd 


themſel ve. 
, as we 


inke, Suo maxime 
ry cathe to him, yet not all that demne. Beza, 


* 
— 
— ²˙”*⁵⁵'.0 ß... ;P ̃%ͥ'ꝰjv œ(ᷓm‚; ½ͤdovg.!. 


(38) 
are to be admitted with cheir Childremto, Baprifne, 


a profeffion of their faith for che admitting. of them wich 
their Children to Bapt loalect Charck | 


“Pip it an admittance of them i into { burch. fellowfhip ; : which furely 
t not to be without «* pro Diop as aforefaid , That was the 
| ſure that Was required, or elf ng admittance could be 
pin unto Church, 
But ſaich one, and happily yo you ati hay: the l fame thing, thata 
he * profelft Tio on the . 

‘Grant thhe, which is more than, ‘Our. 5 
eth : “profeljion of faith and Repentance was nxt Required faith. be, 
according as his memory ferved him, but 44 

profeſſ ion ſet ved che turne, 15775 Jad a Lear 
«“geration of vipers: Aud Je requiced no 
Lonely, anche ig a poore and profeflour, is not 
ſufficlent to make a profeffion. yy 
John required more than 4. and 
new obediehce ; all that too, even 
they fhould bring forth “ 2118 mecte for Re nee, W 
The Pua to Jewes and'G pent and 
to God, oe workes meete for repentance 26, 10. Vet 
That is crue., But yet the profé Hon mut be take up the 
‘aecount of its whic isknowne td till che 
is difcovered, | rofeflion, was, diflembled, 
and falfified, as appearéth no Wicked converſation. The 
laws is to judge of mens ee not by the flare of mens 
which ate certzinly knowne Onely to 
outward ptofeſſion and conyetſation We ſnou 
feffionis — till: che corivetfation — out 


plainly it u 
naught: And this may ſerve, we humbly conceivéxe prove from 
Baprift his practiſe; That a profeffion of and sepane 

tance Was required of all rend 


t 3. 


| C59 ) 
bas Puter faid “ repent, aud be baptized every one of yor. Asif 
she bad ſaid. we have à rule N goe by, fet before us by our Lord, 


and truly we cannot diſpenſe with it ro any one of you, ſo great 
a number though j e are; Ve muſt approve your felves Difcipled 
fir, for that is our way prefcribed us of our Lord, before we can 
Baptize you Repent, and be baptized every one of you ; make full 
proofe, That you are heartily “‘/orry for what.you have done, 
and“ repeut of it: and then you thall be * baptized Then 
“ghey that gladly received his word were baptized, ver. 41. The 
Apoſtle Perer required Repentar ce, and faith unfained of thole 
new Converts, but accepted their gladſome profeſſion thereof 
“* receiving bis words, which proſeſſion was expreſſed with fuch 
Jifeof gracious affection, that amorg 3000 ſouls, not one of a 
thouſard prooved hypocriticall. 

Obſerve we in the next place, Philips Anſwer to the Eanuchs 
Queſtion; See here is water, what doth hinder me tobe Baptized ? 
And Philip faid,“*Jf thou beleeveft with all thine heart thou maieſt; 
As if he had ſaid, Sir, ſo great a perfon though you are, Yet truly 
if you cannot make a profeflion of your faith, you cannot be bap- 
tized : And he anſwered and ſaid; I beleewe that Fefis Chrift is 
the Sonne of God , And Philip commanded the Chariot to ftand frill, 
and they went downe both into the water, and he Baptized him 
It is cleared from thoſe Scriptures (as we ſuppoſe) the Baptized 
made a profeflion of their Repentance, and faith ficſt. N 


14. 


Ads 8. 36, 


to our beſt remembrance we find not that Baptiſme was admini- 


ſtred by the Apoſtles to any before there was (more than a bare) 
* profeſſion made of their faith and Repentance; yet have we con- 
ſulted with our Lords words of infticution,“ Diſciple them and 
then baptize them, and likewife with all other places, where Bap- 
tifme was adminiſtred by the Apoſties, or Admiſſion granted to 
Chorch.memberfhip, they required faith ſtill, but accepted the 
profeffion thereof, fuch as was not denied by contrary fruits. 

And truely it is cleare to us from 1 Per. 3. 21. That the per- 
fon now to be baptized did not onely with the heart beleeve unto 
vighteou{nelfe, but with the mouth he made confeffion unto falvation, 
As he had the An/wer of 4 good Confcience in himſelfe: fo had he 
a good Anſwer in his mouth to them that fhould aske a rea/om of 

kis bope, His conſcience was now good, being by the blood of 
| [prinkling 


— 


aA 


T 


s your hope fet on God? have you pitched your foule upon 


{tions ? This was the practiſe of the pureft, the primitive times, 
and of the Church of Eng/and alfo: Though ever fince the Mini- 
ſters there have pleaded for the bare Name ofa Church, they have 


queftioned , yes that they were, and to make that good we take 


( 60) 
O. fed. z. ſprinbling walbed from the evill thereof ; “ The Confcience, faith 


that excellent man *, is that principle within us, which is the 
ti feat of the guilt of all the fins of the whole man, unto whole 
* Court, they all come to accuſe us, as unto Gods Deputy; 
© which 8 is called good or evill as the ſtate of the man 
is. This mans ſtate is changed, fo is his Conſcience; and hereof 
he was to make full proofe before he was baptized. That 4 n/wer; 
in the Text, to our thoughts, implies ſome Queſtions, ſuch as theſe, 


Chriſt, Him onely, putting no confidence in the flefh ? (the Con. 
fcience is not good till then) have you received Him for 


King, Prophet, and Prieft ? Do you renounce all that is 
to Him ? Let it be enquired, whether they, that required Bap- 
tiſme for themſelves, and afterwards for their Babes, did not 


give-in the Anſwers of a god Conſcience to theſe or the like Que- 


contented themſelves and the people, who love to have it fo, with 
a bare outward wafhing. And though there were ſome Queſtiom 
propofed, yet was it don in a way very ridiculous: fo as Bap 
tifme, that facred Ordinance, was rendred a meere pageantry and 
mockery before God and the Lord Jefus Chrift, Angels and Men 
But yet nocwithitanding all chis folly, and pageant-like carriage 
of matters in Reference to that holy ordinance, there was alwayes 
required a prefeſſſon of faith and repentance, from thoſe, we called 
Furertiei. We will uſe Me Perkins words, and conclude with them; 
God for His part, promifed Chrift to the Baptized, And the 
party baptized promifeth unto God againe, That.he wil deny 


bimſelfe; and caft himfelfe wholy upon God in life and death, 


“and keep Faith and a good Confcience, which promiſe is called 
the Pipulation of a good Conſcience. And to cloſe with this, 
we think it is but Reafon, that he, who hath this hope in hime 
fhould give a Rea/ox of bis hope. But the Infants of one or both 
beleeving parents are to be baptized, as we read in che Confeffias 
of Faith ſet forth by the +[fembly of Divines, Chap. 28. ſeck. 4 

But it may be faid when once Baptized, they were no farther 


leave. 


— 
* 
= 


(61) 
jeave here to cite one text more taken from Aff; 9. 26." e4nd’ 
when Saul was come to ferufalem, he affaied to jo oyne Himfelfe to 
she Diſtiples; but shey were ( all ) affraid of Him. By which it 

ſeemes, faith that worthy man, they were an homogeniall body See Mt Lo hy. 
e under the fame light, and conſcience, and tendernes in this mat- , 8, 9. 
ter, and“ beleeved not that he was a Difeiple : What did they 
e ſeire? That he did not make a profeſlion of Chriftianity ? 
“ why now he tendered himfelfe to doe it, why fhould they have 
denyed him now, if bare profeffion had been enough > but it is 
* evident that they feared he did but meerly profeſſe, and that 

they fhould take in an heterogeniall peice, one that had but the 
„ outſide of that qualification, which this new building fhould 
‘shave, And therefore Barnabas tooke him, and brought him 
‘tothe Apoſtles, and declared unto them ( ‘what ? that he was 

“ baptized ) how he had feene the Lord by the way, and how a, 5. 18. 
* he had ſpoken to Him, and had preached boldly at Damafens, : 
and ventured his life for the practiſe of his profeſſion; ufed all 
“ meanes to fatisfie them of the reallity of Gods worke upon his 
“heart, and upon this received as fit matter for this new houfe ; 
and as to that, which was already in the 

Thus it a h clearly, as we conceive, from ſacred Seri ci 0 
ture, that there was no admiſſion to Church. Communion wi 
out a profeffion made firft of faith and repentance ; and this 
feſſion alſo, as to the ſoundnes and reallitie of the 
ſame, and was to de made out to the Church - Officers, before they 
could be received into Church-fellowfhip, to be /ound and jm 
cere ; Yet this worthy man remembers none of all this, but con- 
cludes that all perfons baptized in a Church, (is this the language 
oß the Holy Ohoſt in His Seripture ?) have right to all Churc 
adminiſtratioma eo nomsine, becaufe baptized there; fo now all 
ignorant ones, ( es, nor 
— nor ) nor notorious for their debauchedneffe, 
—— God, of Chriſt, 1 themfelves, what 
hey have, what a fore, what a plag ue is 
oy hy Lech 


may find ad- 


mittance to Church-Communion, 


62 ) 
rhey onght to know, becauſe they know not themfelves to be * na 


thing, 

Truly, Sir, we judged better of your practice as to Church. 
Adminiſtrations than it feemes it deſerved, ſor we thought, ye te- 
quired of your people at leaſt before admiſſion to the Lords Ta- 
ble, that they ſnou .d fay they beleeved, and make a profeflionof 
their Saintfhip. 

But we read this is not your manner, for being baptized “ ¢ 
mine, they ave to be admitted to ali acts of Church-Commu- 
mon, provided they carry themfelves civilly amongſt their neigh- 
bours, like “ bomeff Heathen, well moralized men; or if t 
fhould be (worfe than ſome Heathen were )drunke now and then, 
or /weare now and then, or prophane the Lords day now and then, 
the Mantle of your charity is wide enough to cover all this and 
more; Indeed if they be found reeling in the ftreet, ranting and 
“ roaring in a Taverne, or guilty of fome other debauchedneſſe, 
then thefe are juſtly obnoxious to further inquiry in reference 
eto admiffion to, or ſuſpemſion from actual Communion ( h 
their Church-memberſtup in generall be no way queftioned ) 
being rendred for the preſent incapable’ of that relation of 
7 n and are to be cut off by Church · Cen- 
_ There are three things ſa d Excellent Perkins, we ought to 
deale tenderly. with, a Mang eye, his Comfeience, and hit 
tag; hereof we muſt make the interpretation poſſibly ue 
can, And truly fo we doe, and are perſwaded his meaning is good, 
his intentions are honeſt. But as worthy Me yre ſayes upon ano- 
ther account; Divine Truths are not to be meaſured by mens 
“ Intentions ; let mens ends be never ſo good, they cannot male 
erxrour co be Truth; or if they be never ſo corrupt, they cannot 
make Truth to be errour. Be it granted then) as we chinks 

map, bis meaning is good, his intention is honeſt, which, yet a 
he knowes, this will not juſti fie him before God. He would han 
all Children borne Members ofa Church, baptized in the Ch 
ches right, and fo fay the Learned and God together with tym, 
we read before, but ftill there is ( as bas been faid.) pr 
made and ſecurity given to the Church for the Education of cher 
Children ; doth this Godly coo, boc be 


( 63°) 

others, as we fhall fee anon; They will have the Church fecu- 
red by others, Swreties they ate called, knowne to be godly 
perſons; This Learned man will have the whole Church fecure 
her felfe; We have read before what Calvins mind is in this point; 
heare we now what learned Peri ins faith upon the Gal: 34 Chap: 
laft verſes; Let all Children be baptized , Infants of profeſſed 
“ Papifts, Children of wicked Chriftians borne in fornication, of - 
“ Parents excommunicated, let theſe be Baptized. - 
7 two he —.— have obſerved; 

Firſt, That the aforeſaid Parents de/ire this “* Bapti/me[ give „ 
us leave here to put in our obſervation, That the pach i! c us „ + 
doe not defire it, except it may be adminiſtred according to their C4p.27.¢,7,8. 
own mind, after the old manner, or religion, as they call it ] ) 

The fecond, That there be Suretiet, which promiſe the educa- 
tion of theſe Children in the true faith [ ifnowa godly Minifter 
might be fecured at this point,we know none (though we beleeve 
many there are more holy and learned than thoſe we know) 
that would ſcruple the ſprinkling of water upon Infants borne of 
wicked Chriſtians J This in reference to Baptifme of Infants, 
wherein the and godly fay the fame with him; But that 
all, that are baptized, “ bould be admitted co nomine to all acts 
of Church-Communion, without making fo much as a profeflion 
of their faith and repentance, is ſuch an unſcripturall pofition to 
our thoughts, that we are perſwaded few, if any of the godly 
Minifters, or people throughout the whole Nation , can accord 
wich him therein, Though to ſalve his good meaning he puts in 
a“ Caveat for this alfo, which is, If any enormous crime be com- 
mitted by any one then is that party, after due enquiries made, 
“to be fw from actuall communion, or to be cas off by 
“ Church (enfure. Whether this can be, we meane, whether 
there can de any Cenſuring by way of ſuſpenuing or excommuni-_ 


- Catt f as the ſtate of your Church now is, may be confidered in 
p 


due place. M. Fa: himſelſe hath yeilded as much as this, to cf 
of the rebellions from Church-Communion by Chirch-(enfure, 


though he never intended any fuch thing, as we conceive, And 
had he dealt as wiſely, as your good Brother hath done, to 0 
free admiffion co Church-Communion upon Net of Imunt 


Baprifme he might have had rr a Scholar at = . 


4 


- 


the if not ſuch an ode him. 
The fame Spi- he hack made a — 
it that firſt in 


portent and all; So true fay. 
caches Reynolds: and interpreting of the 
rhe vending of the holy ood Brother bee to make ea 
to unde: ftand * mult leave your goo things he hath delivered in 
them 5 Scriptures, whether theſe 
of the fAdmiffion co all acts of Church. which enableth him 
and ooke well to that qualification, bt, being aſſu. 
agate its — whereof we have — and perti- 
men ofthe for that > the fame Counſell, he pe es und om 
red he hath taken t reading the holy Scriptures rhs 
then and not nently gweth ate 22 
before thall ber bookes as bus time — 
— for as he ſaith, nt. any holy ſuljrit 
Epiftle to the Holy Spirit. So now 
Reader 


8. 
(xe 


er; yet ue conceive 


| 
a (664. j 
the danger of in mixed Comtuniom by reafon 
Charicy. The other to ſecure your Church in caſe th 
P immediate parents cannot be refponfible for the education ant 
regulation of the Children now admitted to Baptiſme. 
+4 
hope have of all 1 


4 
intent of thefe In a Word, T har it mere a breach of chars 
to an baptized Perfons,. except notorious 
ners, fcandaloufly prophiane declaring their ſinnes like Sodome, 
fit to be hanged ftened or burned) about repentance towards God, : | 
dnd faith towards the Lord} Cbriſt: This thinke is his 
charity ‘But where hath it any footing in che ScripmwesofGoda 
Thef tell us, That none a Chuiltian no, is borne 
like a wild Affes colt; like an Affe ( to uſe your Brothers words) a 
and like wild Affe, the dulleft and maf unteachableof A, ;; 
and ſuc h a colt it nan borne: We will adde to this what we read 9 
in M ‘Perkins on the Creede, making anſwer to thig common 
are of better natures than others, it is, ſuith be, be- 
Gal gives this common gift of reftraining the 
to others ; for all the Sons Adam are equal 
picked ari eldeft man that ever li 
Now we would humbly aske this wo y man ‘oro Qustions, 
we ſuppoſe one anfwer will ferve for Ohm. 
Firſt, What hath changed his thoughts in reference to thie. 
brutith and ſottiſh creature? he was borne like a wild Aſſes coe 


wich a deepe pollution upon him, of a crimſon dye, of a ſcaclet 
"an Ethiopian: whi h is not by way of external! 


“adherence, but innate and — 
ſtitution, Per. 13. 23. or to ule Dawids be mat borne 
in ſia as naſty and filth 


d Us. fo often 


yeates'conld 

wan hath and charitable thoughts of chis bruti(lr and 
fottith one ? that be will, admit him, together. with;thewhele 


ther is our this 
lions of this 
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brutifh one? he was borne like a wild afles colt: Ishe now(so 
render it as Learned Faniné doth ) “by regeneration borne a man 1 
for we would ſuppoſe ſome notable c ange wrought in and upon 
this brutiſn man: elfe this good man could not have ſuch good 
and honourable thoughts of him as to give him admiſſion unto the 
Lords Table, and to all ether acts of Church-Communion. Charity 
it felfe: that lafting and durable grace, mult act like it ſelſe, 
cioufly; as that which can fee with het eyes, and heare wich 
cares: it cannot call“ evill “good and good evill: nor put dake 

u nes for light, and light for arknes, bitter for ſweet, and fweet 
‘for bitter. This were to haften the woe, and draw downe the 
carfe, whieh is written: “therefore is the anger of the Lord 
* kindled a gainſt His people, and their Carkaſſes were torne in 
the midſt of the ſtreets. [ Take it in polliße (which that lear- 

ned Expofitor hath upon fob 13. 613.) T rhe wrath, or anger 
* of God is not a paffion in Him, but an action towards us, He 

acts as men when they are angtie, but He ſuffers nothing 
“ His anger: The wrath of man is the rage of man, but the wrath 
f God is the reafon of God. 

We conceive now that to theſe tuo Qeltions, there can be, 
but one Anſwer; That although vine empty man be borne like 
awild aſſes colt, pee prefently after he was borne he was baptized, , 
ahd now not to — as he will not reckon bimſelſe, a- 
mong the number of Aſſes; ut of thofe, chat are borne of God. 
And ſo charity judgeth of them: not as the it were borne into the» 


world, but as they were baptized i into the Church. We were borne, 
indeed every Mothers-child of us, as we fay, like a wild aer cult, 
but being baptized we were borne men; our Natures renewed, and. 
our actions changed, and our Mini ſters are bound in charity to. 
account us ſuch; and upon that ſcore admit us to all acts ol, 
Church Commutmon: This is meaning, and the faireſt inter- 
pretation that in Charity. we can make" of it: Let the 
Reader judge. 

But now this good man, upon after thou brs. which a are mores, 
ferious, will not ſtand to this, fot he knowes hat a flood of great 
waters wathed away a whole world of finriets ;- Sut, not one ſig, 
Sin returned againe; a bowre of f from heaven, 
hath not fo cleanfed it out o€ the Connery of Sodom, but that che 

venome 


} 
a 
/ | 


2 

of ie doth ſtill there appeare in a poy/omoss 
‘and finking ake Nay che very flames of hell ſhall —— in all 
“ eternity be able to cut out the prints, or to fetch away the 
ve ftaines of the ſmalleſt ſins from the nature of man; To expreſſe 
“our meaning in anothers words ; “ Baptiſme then made with 
“ hadds, makes of attions, much ſeſſe of Nature. 
And chis ig a Primei ple ye-fhould ground your people in, and 


venome and: p 


take ſome account of them how they have profited in it, before 14 


admiffion fo ¢ hurch- omm union, This was the coutſe of Cate- Vtinam moren 


chizing before Admiſſion to the Lords Table, ſaid excellent Ca/+ rerineremus ju 


vin, and he eurneſt ly wifheth it were in ufe with all the Churches : ert Adolefcentia 
for till this cour ſe be taken, thefe Baptized perfons will have juſt 2 ape 


caufe to complaine againft you, in the words your good Brother hd ox. 
hath put into their mouth ; “‘ Did you then onely admit us to the — pr 


empty name of Chriftians,and Church: members that we might 4% li 4-«. 9. 


* afterwards ( for want of knowledge of our Duty] live and dye ſeil. 3. 

the verier Heathensꝰ Deare Sr, confider your Brothers words. 

together with your, charity what bottome it leaneth upon, and 

begte heads and hands, what you can, from all 
carnal confidences ; Take heed of giving glorious tit les, and deck- 

ing them with goodly names: Thereby you'le make them very 

inconfiderate, and uncapable of good advife, and as untractable. 

as are briars, and thornes, and as unteacha ble, as are /wise and 

fifoes, which appeareth at chis day, Tell them the truth, though . 

ye become their Enemies, that if they goe out of the world as. 

they came in, without any reall change wrought upon them, 

(which by the peaceable principle of Infant Baptifme will never 

be wrought nor ever looked after) they fhall be ſlaine with death, . 

and unſpeakeably miſerable for ever and ever; And their Saint- 

fhip, with their beben or quarterly Communions, Whereto 

they lay claime, being ſuffered fo 1 priviledge pf their 

. firlt birth and water. Bapeiline (hall ftand thein in go in 

than that counterfeit pardon did, wherewith ( as we have heard, 

and ye may read % 4 man was banged, hanging about his neche z. 

nay if that be, and there be no more than an Outward wathing, .. 

i hall bus regder them liable to more extreame wrath ; for Ja- 

crament: propbaped are but oylé, and pitch, as one faith, tomakg 

bell flame feald and confume the mart Ad 

1A n 


‘ | 


~ the Lord (for we hope ye are not afl drank with Mr Fr: princi- 


mongit hs, who will fay (to ipeake in cheir dialect) ** They 
* 


And there{ste we beg of Dette bad 
upon out xners, chat you ud ot fuffer your people to put 
waight upon che Sacrament, while they put no truſt in God; 
nor regard His Word; nor obferve His Commands; nor reve. 
rence His Sanctuary; nor keepe His Sabbaoths: but prophane 
yea blaſpheme all thefe, the Lord Cbriſt, and the word of His 


grace, with are-beads, as the be is for to doe this (4 


ordinarily, your people doe by your allowance) admitting them 
to the Lords Table, is as provoking to the Lord God, as was 
their confidenté in the Arke; and às others, ‘long ‘after them, in 
the bare“ Crofié of Chriff(if fuch a thing they had. as they thought 
they might have, there being fo many Cart-toads of it in the 


world Por theGofpelt of 70h ordinarily wor ne about the necke 


(as we habe heard) for an“ et, or preſtrvative, when it was 
comtemnell and ſligbted at the care. Chryſeſtome upon Mathew, 
(if chat be his worke being latine onely ) giveth a good judge. 
ment upon this groſſe conceit, “That Go/pell ben ‘the meckg 
would dot good, when it did u good at thé care ( is the water upon 
the face will doe good, {6 will bread and wine in the mouch when 
the Spirit and Word had done ho good on the heart) Si 
ed noh funt in adribus, quomodo proderunt in Colle If the Go 


pell doe not profit men in theit eares, (the meanes the hearing 


the Goſpell preached) how {hould it profit them by having it 
abouttheir neckes , any more than water upon the face’, bread 
and We inthe mouth, when there is no truth of ‘grate in the 
heart P all drunk with Mr Hi principle) ſurely, ye Worthies of 


ple) ye fhould deale with your people in thefe things, and beat 
them off, what you'can, from fal/e conctits, and fléfoly confidentes,, 
ard not 78 Out your charity towardsthem beyond its rule, 
which gives law to it, as well as to. faith and hope, And ye 
remember withall “7 bat rhe charity ic ever foowne to the bef 
pat; and the foule thereof is charity te the foule. We could not 
narrow this. as we defired, becauſe we know, and not a few . 


well live without meate and drinke. as not to cate and drinke a 
the Lords Table f And yet they can flight the word of Chrift in 
the Miniftery thereof, cafting it at their heeles. 33 1 
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r come to the fecond Reſtrve, whereby your Bro- 
\ , ther would ſecure the Church in cafe the imme- 
; date parents cannot be refponfible for the Edu- 
‘ e of the Children, now admitted to Bap- 
** 7 
There is need at the leaſt of this Re/erve here, though we 
beleeve it will doe no good; for how can it be that theſe imme- 
diate parents, (who have no more to fhew for Baptizing their 
Infants, than that they themſelves were baptized ) can be reſpon- 
fible for the Education Of then? They cannot bring up their 
Children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, who onely pro- 
te know Hine (yet that is more than is required, and oye 
may deale chari_.bly with the people not requiring them to make 
a profeffion of that thęy have not; for chat were to make them 
blafpheme, Rev. 2. g.) Waving renounced their Baptiſine in their 
workes, being abhominable, and difobedient, and unto-every good 
worke ate.’ Therefore fecing à iniftheife, Wil follow, 


yy foreſight, and found diſcretiof might have been, pravented ; 


The Referve is intended for good put poſe; and 
che Parents by their debanchedneffe have rendted them- 


_“*felves incapable of being actual Church. members, they mall 


“be cutoff by Church: Cenfüre. 


we would caſt. in in refefence to the third 
3 g Enquiry, “ Whether. there, can be any ſuſpenſion 


‘Sr excommunication ot of your Church, as now your 
F. ſtate is as was laid Of a City. wholy 
opprefion ? whether your Church be in a capacity 
to take in or Out? We will Téive this tothe wife and Gadly 
to give in righteous judgement, ye muſt be ſet in order, we think, 
re ye act Any gne member be diſlocented or 


ow long tt 


be ere this Cenfure be prono 


OutOF it your’ Body paine, it doth it no fervice. 
| 
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and thefe debauched perfons cut off ? We beleeve, there mutt be 
Some time taken to anſwer this. In the meane time, this we know, 
for the ſacred Scripture putteth it out of Queftion ; “ That the 
Lord Chrift will not wait, as not the leyfure of the State, fo 
nor the leyfure of your Church. 
Secondly , We would aske farther, who mould Pronounce ti 
Cenfure, and cut off thofe rotten and corrupt members ( whofe 
words and works out as doth a Cancer) It is anfwered, the 
Church. Te ts the Churches Cenſure, foecutts off. The finners 
“* own unbeleef cutts him off from fpirituall fellowthip with 
“* Chrift; The Cenſure of the Church deprives him of foci 
+ with the Church. Excommunication, and fufpenfion both, 5 
* the judgement of the Church for ratifying the — of che 
“* Gofpel again prophane wicked : As the Sacre 
“© ments are feales of the promifes to the faithfull ; fo the Cen{ures 
Ware che /eales of the threats upon the foule of the impenitent 
** perfon in particular; Which Cenſure comptizeth, as we are 
told, this pretious Act of Admonition, private and 
0 firſt joyned with prayer and faſting if by any meanes a bro 
ther may be reduced and gained. But when all meanes failegl 
Gods appointment, then the Church to the calling 
*¢ forth a· wicked obſtinate perfon from che ſociety of the faith 
** full; ( 1) By che a Chrift ; (2) Difpenfed and exe 
cuted by the Minilters of (3) with the Afliftance 
und Confent of the Con 
Tbirdty, Here we woul Where is your ‘Church? 
for ifie were faid to us now as once it was. Go tell it to the Chareh; 
where fhould we find the Church ? If it be anſwered, as eaftly 
may, we find the Church, as a tree in a wood, Taper ear 
ina for the whole Nation is a Church, and e 
therein, a of this Church, till ding 
‘off by Church Cenſure ( whereof we read before. what E 
fore che Cenſure; and La ſolemne buſi neſſe it is, if 
the right manner. ) We need not aske here, Ts this Church. wt 
ther National, or Parocbiall, in a Capacity, to ths 
peo upon thofe obftinate and 1 2 
bauched perfons upon whom, we ma — 
ſure of the Cheri i is paſſed, aa very ill a at their Chu 


| 
* 
/ 


ches bands, dealing ſo hardly anid ce 
z themſelves, though as bad as who are worſt. For take this 


and conſent of the Congregation, as was 


(719 
nforioully with them, as good 


whole Church ( in a Parifh ) with her members in a bunch or 
lamp together, the bulky Body thereof, and they are the verieft 
Heathen, for the moft part, of any upon the face of the earth, 
than the worſt Jufide/s that ever were, or no are in the 
world. If it be ſaid, as we think it will, That the Officers in the 
Church ( the moſt refined part there) muſt pronounce the Cen- 
Look we now over the whole Church, as wide and large as the 
Nation, and every Pariſn therein, & you fhall find but one Officer 
there, of to at the moſt, and thoſe are the Miniſter of the Pa- 
rith and his (Lark, a very a varlet in many places; as the Mini- 
fter dimſelſe may be, or as the worſt in all the pariſh is. But to 
proceed, chis · Miniſter, the him to be one of the beſt of that per- 
fwalion: that all, though wurſe than Infidels, are to be admitted to 
the Lords Table , he, with his Clark muſt paſſe Cenſure upon 
thefedebauched perfons; who have declared: shbir finnes 
aum. But were this comely for two fingle perſom to doe it? 
or can we Imagine, he che Minrlter, the chiefeſt of the two var- 
letts ( in ſome places; wherethey admit all to the Lords Table) 
would doe it, pronounce the Cenſure, having deale fo unworthi- 
ly, and unbecoming # Steward, in admitting thoſe perſans into 
Churchanemberthip, and choyceſt Comminnion, upon aggount 
of their Baptifme onely; not requiring of them fo mucii aaa pros 
feflion of their Faith; and reaſon of theit hope? 
We will draw to an end of this and Conclude, That the truely 
Godly Minifter, he, and onely he doth bind and looſe dottrinally, 
in his preaching peace to the Godly, and Curſes to the wicked. 
But in ExcOmunication he denounceth the wrath of God againſt 
this or that particular perſon, and that not onely dec/aratively, 
but judicially. But it may be asked, May this Godly Minifter doe 
this alone ? It is anfwered, no; It muft be don by the aſſiſtance 
faid When ye are ga- 


ad y ſpirit, in the Name, and with the power ef 


thered together, 
she Land — Cor. 5, 4. It is a punifhment muſt be . 


fitted of many, 2 Cox. 2. 6. be 


* 


(72) 
in a corner. Whofoever doth by his offences lofe his · gut tothe 
holy things of God, he muſt loſe it in the face of the Co 
tion (not a confuſed multitude, as that ¶ hurch was, or this Ne 
tionall Churchis, Act. 19. 32. But a ated people, g 
thered, and added to the Church, the Affembly of the firft-borne, 
by the preaching of the Goſpel; we were laying, in the face of 
the Congregation ) And this aſter Admonition once and againe, 
and the third time, with prayer and faſting, as aforeſaid, proofes 
and allegations alſo; All which the people muſt heare and fee, 
and complaine off, being grieved at his ſociety with them, and 
therefore judge him worthy to be caſt- out. nen 
Niere it may be asked; But how i thiꝭ Godly Minifter, ands 
alone, has none to joyne with him ; or if @ few, very fem, and 
thoſe the poare of rhe flacke, and caſt vont of the people; the Ques 
ſtion is, what this Godly Miniſter is to doe 2 To this we give our 
knowledge firft, That he cannot caſt- out the Rebellious, for he 
hath not receivedthem-in; nor would doe it for a world, till che 
Spirit with the Word hath brought the nin, (2) We give om 
opinion That he may, and muſt, as the Cale may be, 
15 every iter is Greg, a 
Over ſeer in — over that unto which the Lord 
hath appointed: him, Act, 20. 28. This 6 all we will give-in 
whereby to help the honeſt Reader’, to give rigbteous dg 
ment inch matter, and by way of Apſwer to dhe chic 
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— EE pane now to the fourth grand Enquiry, 
Whether Infants borne of parents notorious 
dor their ignorance and prophaneneſſe, toge- 
Ither with their Declared enmities and oppoſiti- 
| ons againſt the Lord Chrift, may be admitted 

1 — upon the account That the whole 
N Church are their Guardians. 

This which followes gave the occafion to this Z 
perfons fo netorious for their debauchery are * 
Infants to Baptiime; which they r 
becauſe notorious finners though heir barch. 
member. fhip is no way to be — eth unſhaken, 
bearing upon the bottome of Jnfans Baptifme ; But feeing there 
is no poſſibilitie, as to man, chat theſe Iofants up, can 
— oot the nurturt and admonition of the Lor 
ſhall the Church be ſecured as to this great point ? for the imme- 
— parents hating inftruttion them/elves, can give none to their 

There is Castion laid -in for this as a Re/erve fufficient to ſecure 
every Member ( /6 this — have Godfathers and 

odmothers enough, — member there, 
© if we may ule thofe words ) to be reſponſible die for the educati- 

* on, and of thefe Children. This being a principle 
“ univerfally received : That Baptized Infants are pupils or wards 
aof the whole Church, and they their Guardians ; Ad the un- 
fathers ) receive that truſt 
from the Church, into whofe Charge che In- 
7 doe (as to their ſoules) principally 

he had N 


But 


— 


how 


2 
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* 
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fer than we were before, and as much in fufpence about the edu- 


r 
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But now to ſpeake after our Country manner, we are no wi 


cation, and regulation of theſe Children; for here poore Orphans 
as rig are, they are caſt upon a whole parifh, which extends it 
ſelfe throughout the whole Nation. “ Thefe are the pupilli and 
wards of the whole Church, But this worthy man may meane the 
 Charch in the Pariſh. (for though the whole parith be nota 
Church, yet there may be a Church in the whole Pariſh.) But 
then we conceive the ¶ burch there neither can, nor “ will un 
dertake for thefe Children. (1) They cannot; for poſſible the 
Parents will not yeild up their Children into their hands; which 
yet muſt be done, if they will be reſponſible for their breeding, 

as fometime this was a deſigne of saking the Children of Papifts 
out of their hands, and giving them Proteſtant education. The 
‘Church cannot, undertake for thefe Children, and foffer them to 
remaine under that roofe. where they ſhall heare the things of 
Chrift, and the wayes of His people vontradicted and blafphemed 
every day, all the day long , and ſeldome heare of Chrift, but in 
an Oath; Nor as we foppofe ‘‘ will they vndertake for others 
Childrer, finding they have enough to doe with their owne; 
and haply they will not be at the ceſt of it neither, as they can- 
not be at the care. It will come to no {mall charge ( ſuppoſe it 
duely diſcharged) for the Church in the Parifh, we meane the 
truly godly there, to undertake for the education and regulation 
of Baptized Infants there borne of ungodly and wicked parents: 
Alas it is knowne in all the earch how few the godly are in all pa- 
rifhes, and how meane for the moſt part, very“ deſtitute une 
as fo many peeled forxbbes: So now to our thoughts the Guar 
dianſbip of the whole Church, comes to no more (than formerly 
it hath done ) nor is it any more to be accounted of than the 
“ Saintfoip of every memher there. And then all this much is as 
much as nothing; For as ye ſchollars ſay, Particulars are opt 
rative, and actions are of fingulurt.) The whole. Church, or the 
Church in generall, acts no more than am uni verſall man doth, 
conſidered under that notion, he acts not, reaſons not, 


fees not, heares not, ( as we hinted before.) but that or this man 
4D particular, he heares, be ſees, he reaſons; and therefore a 


Per. 


See Fit Trea- 
rife, Chap. 5. 
Peg. 66,67. 
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wafion is, ye ſhall never fee the face of your Church, we 
meane it will never looke like a Church, no more that how it 
doth, (looking like the Jluggards feild rather) till ye, the over- 
ſeers there, fhall take home to your habitations, all che Infants 


yc doe baptize borne of theſe parents, of © whom he mever re- 
guired fe much as to re make a profelfion of their faith ana repen- 
tanct, that there ye may take care ( as their proper Guardiars ) 
that thefe be educated in the faith, and feare of God. But trucly 
we much queftion your Guardianfhip, over thefe pupills , if you 
fhould take it upon you; for how can ye take a Steward. like 
care for the regulation and education of thefe Children, who have 
been fo unfaithful] in Gods houſe, and dealt fo unbecommingly 
with their werſe than Iaſidi] parents, 1 Tin. 5. 8. admitting 
them when time was, to the choyceſt Church-Communion 5 
without requiring fo much of them as a profeflion of their Faith 2 
Indeed our jealoufie is, That you will not nurture them in the 
feare and admonition. of the Lord, while you principle them ac- 
cording to the principles of Infant Baptifm. Therefore we chink, 
itis as good for theſe Childten to be where they were, under the 
Geardianfip of your whole ¶ burc hi for probably they thalbe guar 
ded as well by the whole Church as by Your ſelves the chieſe Of- 
ficers therein. We can make no doubt of it, but that the Chil- 
dren now borne into your Church, ſhall be as well repadated, 
and educated by yout Church as we and others have been be- 
fore them. And truely chig is dur obfervation ( tate the eldeſt, 
and yongeſt, and alf of us together) That had our immediate 
parents taken no more cate of us than our Godfathers and God- 
mothers did, who were for number, who knowes how many, 
which indeed we never houghe off before, and it istime enough 
now, That all che in the were our God. 
ſathers pa wo whichis comeſy in no on's 
mouth who i$ 4 ember of (hat Charen, and lookes after 
no other I cor pati) And all ‘the Femaler there our God- 
mothers, we were the pupills and Wards of the whole Church: 
we were faying, had our immedigce parents taken no more care 
of us, ihen Out forefaid Numerous G nardiauf lid, we had for all 
them, as now offer wall awe ia every myre of ſinne, and 


polluttons 
4 


~ 
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( 76 ) 
pollutiaus of the world, like fwine in their mire, we had risted ig 
the Day time; we had don wickedly as we could for all them; 
and yet upon account of our Infant Baptifme, and having had at 
the fame time, when we were Chriſtned Beleevers, Difciples and 
Saints, a whole Church for our Gwardians to take care of us 
newly made Diſciples and Saints ( that we hold chat faſt, which 
was conferred upon us at our Baptifine ) we fheuld have recko- 
ned our felves added to the Church, and very well qualified for al 
Gofpel-Communions in after-time. 

But truely Reader, had not a wife and learned man written 
all this, to hold out the Infants right to Baptiſm upon the ae 
count aforefaid, we might feare that the learned and Godly 
would fay of it all; It is all very anſcripturall, abſurd and ridi- 
culous. 

We would for the clofe of this, tell our perfwafion in two 
things, 

Fit „That the Word preached, fhall never be a rr 
Word upon 2 or people, till the one hath ed 
mourned before them, over all he hath ſpoken and don againſt 
the very letter as well as the /pirie of the Word, as to thole 
foure things before Queried off ; And made the people to 
mourne allo, and be in bitternes, That they ever truſted their 
Minifter fo ſpeaking. and followed him fo doing; For 

Secondly, And fo we will tell our other perſwaſion That 
the Minifters, and others, holding berberto, as aforefaid, in Ne. 
ference to thoſe foure Enquiries, have ſpoken not onely again 
the light fhining in the Holy Scriptures ( ignorantly we beleeve, 
fo charitably we would judge of all, even of him, we have mer 
tioned before, who has fpoken as abſurdly in Gods matters, # 
he hath don in man’s, which appeares in that magorions EE 
we were faying, not ont 

y againit the light ſhining in the Holy Scriptures, but agil 
the light of Nature, and Chriftian — That which & 
clines us fo to thinke, is a paſſage we meet with, in the C fis 
of Faith, held out unto us by the Afembly of Divines, whichis 
this we read Chap. 1. /eé, 67, “ That there are fome Circuit 
ftances concerning the Worthip of God , and’ governmest® 
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iche Church, common to humane actions and ſocieties, which 
“are to be ordered by the igt of nature, and Chriſtian pri- 
“ dence, according to the generall rules of the Word, which are 
alwayes to be obſerved. 
his is all we have to give; in here to helpe the Reader to give 
righteous judgement, as to the laſt grand Enquirie, ſo to the 
other three preceding. It is the Lord, That gives underſtanding 
to the ſimple, and leades the Meek in the way. 15 * 


Cin 4 IX. 


EE fhould now in the lait place, make cleare 
eroofe that our bowells yerne upon thefe your 
Beleevers, Difciples, and Saints, who can make no 
other proofe of their faith and difciplefhip, but 
: chat chey were baptized in a Church; And the bet- 
ter to evidence the tender regard we beare to their pretious 
ſoules, we fhould give them ſome wholefome advice, which 
were, ye know, but as the Sewing the way to a travasler ont of his 
way . But it will be loft upon them, till the Counſells of God 
in His Word be prevailing with you firft: For they will never 
thinke themfelves out of the way, while they fee you walking in 
the fame way with them. Nor can they thinke ill of themſelyes, 
how prophane ſoever their lives are returning to their folly/tike 
dogs to their vomit; and ſwine to their myre, while-youthinke 
fo honourably of them, as that, being in infancie baptized, they 
ate to be looked upon as actual Church-members, though they 
doe not make fo much, nor is it required of them, as 4 prefeſſion 
of their faith. Indeed theſe beare up themſelves very high upon 
the priviledges of their firſt birth agd principles of Infant Bap- 
tiſme. Ve Hay, as ye fay ye doe, deale roundly with them, from 
the 1 (or. 11. 265 27. throwing damnation like Wild- fire into 
their faces; but ye ſpoile all that you have faid, admitting them 
to the Lords Table, and dealing with them as Sats, chere ten- 
dri them by Chriſt ( whom they nο not, nor 
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2 Pet 2. 19. 
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Mr. H. Faun It is a ſmart ſpecch, that one hath ; {peaking againſt the abhomi- 


nations committed in his fat hers houfe by them, that call them. 
ſelves Srewards there, and indeed if His deare Children and fer. 
vants fhould hold their peace, the Stones world immediately cry 
out : It is we were faying a {mart ſpeech and Momentous, “ Ler 
the Miniſter make wicked men Saintes in the Chancel) , tl 
will give him leave to make them Devil's in the pulpit till he 
“ be a weary. 
We humbly crave leave here, not to counſell you, who are 
fo well able to coun ell us, but to befeech you by the mercies of 
Chrift, and by the terrour of the Lord on che day ye are to give an 
account of your Stewardthips. 
Firſt, That ye would not deale with your people aboat the 
“Principles Inſant Baptiſme. They know not what principles 
are, and likely they know as little what. Baptifme is; onely they 
are perſwaded ( by you we thinke ) that being borne to it they 
have their Saint · fhip from it, which makes us jealous over you, 
we hope, with a godly jealoufie, That you doe not principle your 
people as ye ought to doe, what kind of creatures we came into 
the world; what an huge ſtocke of fin we brought along with 
us; And cher we ate good husbands onely (as we ule to ay). 
at the improoveing that belie flucke , fo as what was but 3 
pound at the firſt, is quickly become, by turning and winding, 
together wich the helpe of the crooked Serpent, who knowss 
how many Thouſands: The meaning is plane; As the good, 
now made good, doe grow better and better every day, rroming 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jef 
Chrifh into a perfect man, unti the meafure of the ſtature of th 
fulnffe of Chrift : fo doe the wicked grow worle and work 
tilh they become, if grace reftraine not, meere Epicures in 
mop, working all with yreedinefe : very Gients and 
Mor ſtraomt ſinners, if God reftrained not; which principle 
being taught well, and as well underſtood byus, we {halle 
conc ſude as dur manner is, our from our 
and Baptiſme prefently after, and; cs ue, adtmittanoe to 
all acts of Church Communion, asyif no more were :requittd 
to our qualitication for ſuch memberſhips , but 9 
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Baptized in dur infancie. This conceit, his Oneſy, who is a 
meere Natural or ſenſull man, is abominated by every one, 
that is ‘a meet · gheſt for the Lords Table. | 

Secondly , We befeech you, ( for it becometh us to /peake 
fupplications ) whiteye lead others, looke well who leads you; 
and while you fee your people follow you, fee to it, whether 
you follow Chrift, for as you follow him, fo ſhould ye be fol- 
Jowed : But looke you to that, for your people cannot, at 
teaft will not. If you leude them to the ditch they will fol- 
low, and never bethinke themſelves till they be- in and paſt 
recovery. Let them know by your walke before them, That 
you have the good Spirit for your guide, and His word for 
your re; That your words to chem are grounded upon the 
Word of God, whofe month ye are, and in whofe ſtrad you 
fand. And tell them not what the principles of Infant Bap- 
tifme tell you; but tell them what the Lord your God tells 
you in His word. Hold out that light before them, and bid 
them hold on; Call for your Eye-ſalve, and make judge- 
ment therefrom; elſe ye ſhall judge, not having Gods Word 
to regulate you therein; but as the wiſeſt of the Heathen 
have done, Sicut vir prudens judicabit, as a prudent man 
would judge; (which were to have the Sunne follow the 
“Clocke: ) But to that, which is truely grace and godlineſſe, 
“ the word of God is afwre Rule, according to which we muſt 
“ order our ſteps, our words, and our workes, our precepts, 
and our practiſes. That is not grace, which the thoughts of 
“a wife man fhall determine, but hat Chrift and the Word 
God ſhall conctude. 
And indeed hence ariſe all miftakes about Godlineffe (or, 
as ye call it, Faith. Diſtiple- Saintfhip ) chat ehe Seri 
ture is an made the Paidge of iz bot ſome other Lerbian Ralf. 
And we thinke there is none fo crooked as this, which is ta · 
ken from this forefaid Principle f Infant Baprifime, there- 
by to inſtate men in, and poffeffe chem of all Church-Com- 
manions, making no farther inquiry for Conſcience fake 
what Faith they have; or to make f much as a profellion of 
thefame, * 
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It is a notable annotation which Learned Ber hath upon 
e Philippians firft, and firſt verſe, (peaking there of the rife of 
“all Antichriſtian tyrannie, from Epifcopall tyrannie, they 
came to Metropolitans, whom we call Archbifbops , from 
them to foure principall Patriarch; — and fo forth; his 
** laft words are to our purpoſe; En quanti momenti fit 4 
dei verbo vel latum unguem deflectere, fee what an impor- 
tant, and momentous thing it is to decline from the word of 
God fo much as the bredth of your naile. Nothing mutt be 
done in mans matters, or our owue, or anothers, much leſſe in 
Gods matters. animi caufa, for our minds fake. We mutt 
have a warrant for what we doe, which muft be taken from 
the Word of God, the onely Standard, or unmooveable rule 
to goe by; By which Standard had ye meated- out your ſay- 
ings before your people, and your doings in Gods houſe, 
there had not been ſuch abominations, as we heare and ſee 
committed there. We wiſh heartily ye would look to this 
betimes, before the /word be upon your Arme, and your right 
eye; as itis vifibly upon many of your brethren, of the fame 
periwafion and practiſe with you; the Lord giving them-up 
into a Mind woyd of Judgement. * | 

We haſten to the next, and laſt Treatiſe, and fo to put a 
cloſe to all, This onely we would ſay here, thereby to expreſſe 
our deare affections to you all, for whom we bow our knees 
night and day; That the Lord would give you a right under- 
ftanding and true feeling, as of the weight of honour He hath 
put upon you, putting you into the Miniftry : fo alſo of the 
weight of your worke ; That you may not doe as others have 
done, and ftill doe, deſire the office of anꝰOverſeer, but over/ee 
vothing( which was the complaint of old ever ſince the Comm 
ci of Trent, that the Biſhops in name overſaw nothing ) fave 
their Rents; making account of your honour, but no account 
of your worke. The words of worthy Mi: Bridge ſhal 
put an end to this Treatiſe, and give us the materialls, wheres 
on to ground all we have co fay unto you in the next; h 
words carry full weight with them.. God doth. never cauſe 
_ any man to paſſe under any Relation, but He doth 25 
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A the law of that Relation upon his heart: For Example; If 


“ the Lord does caufe a man to paſſe under the Relation of a 
 Magiftrate, God will write the law of that Relation, and 
4 sive him abilities to it. If God doth caufe a man to paſſe 
“under the Relation of a Miniſter, God will write the law 
d of that Relation upon him. With this we ſhall 
beginne and proceede in to the end 
oſthe next aud laſt Treatiſe. 
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